A.S.O. Senate Minutes
9th Meeting
November 10th 2009
Los Angeles Harbor College NEAH 213
I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Steven Delgado called the meeting to order at 1:00pm and led us in the pledge of allegiance.
II. ROLL CALL
Present:  Sen. Andrade, Sen. Bernasconi, Sen. Binns, Sen. Collins, Sen. Garcia, Sen. Gray, Sen. Lefebre, Sen. Mathis, Sen. Owens, Sen. Pedroza, Sen. Gustchen, Sen. Reyna, Sen. Rohar, Sen. Varghese, Sen. Thomas, Sen. Abercrombie, Sen. Bakar, Sen. Sherrod, Sen. Gaudin, Sen. Matthews, Sen. Romero.
Absent:  Sen. Diaz, Sen. Jackson, Sen. Lavezzari, Sen. Dalyan, Sen. Velasquez, Sen. Widby, Sen. Proebsting, Sen. Rodriguez. 
Excused: Sen. Alvarado, Sen. Arreola, Sen. Estrada, Sen. Rios, Sen. Pack.
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA (1 MINUTE)
Sen. Owens moved to approve the agenda, Sen. Reyna 2nd.
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (1 MINUTE)
Sen. Collins moved to approve the minutes, Sen. Reyna 2nd.
V. PUBLIC FORUM (2 MINUTES PER PERSON)
Danielle Jack-“Hi everybody.  It’s nice to meet you.  If you guys need anything from the president’s office just let me know.”
VI. NEW BUSINESS LEGISLATION BILL (PRO/CON)
A. American Flag Replacement- Sen. Varghese (not to exceed $1,050.00).
Sen. Varghese-“I’m Senator Varghese.  I’m doing a bill on American Flag Replacement.  I’m requesting $1,028.  That’s including tax.”
Sen. Bakar-“What’s wrong with the old flag?”
Sen. Varghese-“We replace the flag every six months.”
Sen. Bakar-“Has it been six months?”
Sen. Varghese-“Yes.”
Sen. Reyna-“I don’t remember buying a flag last year for ASO.”
Nina Malone-“It didn’t come to the senate floor last year.  It was just bought out of supplies.  Which is where it will come out of this year.”
Sen. Lefebre moved to close discussion, Sen. Bakar 2nd.
Pro: Sen. Andrade-“I think it’s an awesome idea because the flag looks run down and it will make the school look better.”
Con: Sen. Collins-“I think it’s a good idea, but the fact that you want to purchase two flags, I don’t think it’s worthy to spend $500 two times when you could just keep the maintenance up on one.”
Con: Sen. Thomas-“I whole-heartedly agree.  If we’re going to do $1,050 then we might as well up it to an even $1,100.  And if we’re going to do it then we might as well do it correctly.”
Pro: Sen. Lefebre-“I think the new flags will look great with the new look of the school.  It will make the school look nicer.”
B. Approval of Honor’s Transfer Club Charter.
Sen. Binns-“Me and Brianna, Brianna is the club president if the club gets established, and basically I’m the Vice President and the club is an annexed club off of the Honors Transfer Program.  It’s put in place to support the program and promote membership growth.  We want to do various things.  We want to do peer mentoring.  Miss Pueblos, the administrator in charge, she expressed to us that she needed a lot of help.”
Sen. Gustchen moved to open discussion, Sen. Lefebre 2nd.
Esteban Robledo-“How many members do you currently have at the time of charter?”
Sen. Bernasconi-“At the time of the charter there was just the minimum to charter.  Now we have twelve or more.”
Steven Delgado-“How could your club contribute to what we have on campus?”
Sen. Binns-“There’s a lot of different ways.  We’re there to support the students.  We’re going to be there at the beginning of the semester, the middle of the semester, and the end of the semester to tell student’s about it.  A lot of people are eligible for the program, but they aren’t aware of it.”
Sen. Abercrombie-“I’m in the Honor’s program myself.  What’s going to be done on the clubs part to not only to promote to the people in Honor’s but also to encourage who are not to join the Honor’s program?” 
Sen. Bernasconi-“We’re going to have various days where we have booths on campus.  We’re also going to try help out students to be more aware of deadlines.  We’re going to have a booth to answer any of your questions if you’ve started the application process.”
Sen. Reyna moved to close discussion, Sen. Owens 2nd.
Sen. Abercrombie moved to suspend the orders of the day, Sen. Collins 2nd.
Eric Lamkin II-“First and foremost I would like to thank you for just a brief moment of time to speak.  My name is Eric Lamkin II.  I am a transfer student.  I am a current student at UCLA.  I work in a department call Community College Partnerships.  Our mission and function is to go to community colleges and not only establish a rapport with the transfer center, but with students as well.  My goal and my purpose here is to help you if you are interested in transferring to any of the UC’s.  I’m here bi-weekly from 12:00pm to 5:00pm on Tuesdays and 12:00pm to 4:00pm on Thursdays.  I have cards if any of you would like to meet with me.  I can help you with the whole application process.  I am very acclimated. I’m looking to build rapport with prospective clubs.  We have buddy days coming up and we would like to extend an invitation to any of you that would like to visit UCLA and get acclimated to the academic rigors of the campus.”
Sen. Gustchen moved to return to the orders of the day, Sen. Bernasconi 2nd.
Pro: Sen. Bakar-“I think it’s a great idea because I’m in the club and it informs students about how to transfer and what TAP, which is the Honor’s Transfer Program, is all about.  Because I go around campus and I ask people what their major is and what classes they’re taking and they’re taking classes that have nothing to do with their major.”
Con: Sen. Thomas-“I’m think of transferring out of state once I get my math grades together and I understand where this is going, but I’m not exactly certain, the wording of it is what’s confusing me.”
VII. ACTION ITEMS (NO DISCUSSION, VOTING ONLY)
A. American Flag Replacement- Sen. Varghese (not to exceed $1,050.00).
The bill received 21 yes votes and 1 no vote.  The bill passed.
B. Approval of Honor’s Transfer Club Charter.
The charter received 19 yes votes, 2 no votes, and 1 abstention.  The charter was approved.
VIII. DISCUSSION ITEMS
None.
IX. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS (4 MINUTES PER PERSON)
A. Regional Relations Committee:
Sen. Kevin Sherrod (chairperson)-“This weekend the SSCCC sponsore a conference in San Francisco.  I hope to get, all the resolutions that were passed and all the resolutions that failed, I hopt to get copies of them out as soon as I possibly can.  Just to see what the state supports and is going to advocate for you guys.  I think it’s good that you have that common knowledge.  There were resolutions written, resolutions passed, and resolutions failed.  There were heated debates, but I do think it’s necessary knowledge for the senate.  I kind of feel that going into this there were things that I alone, not just the senate, did not know anything about.  I think it’s more important for us to get on a broader level.  It comes greater responsibility.  Just sending one voice without all of us going through these things is pretty ignorant.”
Sen. Azaria Rodriguez-No Report.
Sen. Briana Bernasconi-No Report.
B. Media and Publicity:
Sen. Kevin Sherrod-“We have the pictures and stuff.  We need to get these in presentation format.  I think some kind of slideshow or Powerpoint would be necessary to go through those things.”
Sen. Abercrombie-“I have a few questions.  You mentioned some bills that were passed.  What about statewide walkouts?”
Sen. Sherrod-“Exactly and that’s why I think it’s very important that I get these things printed out.  I could explain it, but I don’t think my time permits.”
X. APPOINTED LIAISON REPORTS (4 MINUTES PER PERSON)
A. Media Liaison: None.
B. Events Planning Liaison: None.
XI. EXECUTIVE CABINET REPORTS (5 MINUTES PER PERSON)
A. President: Esteban Robledo- “This past weekend was SSCCC general assembly for the fall.  It was really great.  We had a candle light vigil.  Which was a rally/walk type of thing.  They closed the street for us.  The candle light vigil basically represented the death of education from a finance standpoint.  Education is no longer thought of as an investment, but as an expense.  So we should change the face of advocacy from a sob story to an investment plan.  Our regional relations committee all attended the general assembly.  One of the resolutions that was presented was the financial aid reform act 2009.  For example I’m 20 years old and I don’t live with my parents.  My finances have nothing to do with their finances.  I’m sure there are a lot of students with that situation, but their financial aid is connected to their parents’.  This is one of the many bills that was passed.  This was a stance taken by all the community colleges.  You’re individual voice is your united voice.”
Sen. Rohar moved to extend the discussion five minutes, Sen. Varghese 2nd.
Esteban Robledo-“This is stuff that’s brought up at the regional level, at the state level.  That’s why it really is important.  Each campus is supposed to present a resolution each semester.  It’s really important to get involved and to present resolutions.  Besides the resolutions there were workshops that help you understand the way student advocacy works.”
Sen. Abercrombie-“What was the reason that we haven’t set up a resolution. Why hasn’t been made a priority at the last couple of meetings we’ve had.”
Sen. Esteban-“Like I was saying our campus hasn’t really been in good standing with the region.  We haven’t built up our contacts set up yet.  We’re trying to get back into the system.”
B. Vice President: Steven Delgado-“I attended the candle light vigil at Trade Tech College.  It was very similar to the one they did in San Francisco.  It was representing that students actually cared about the death of higher education and how it’s affecting us.  Just today we assemblyman Warren Furutani come by and he gave a lovely speech about who he is and what he does and how he’s going to help us in our movement.  It was a cool meeting and it had a pretty good turnout.  At the candle light vigil had candles and we got a lot of honks so people do support us.  A couple of information items UCLA at Harbor College, Eric Lamkin is available on Tuesdays and Thursdays, the emerbency text alert.  I have a couple of flyers here.  If you want to do in-class announcements you can get points.  We are coming to an end.  Another event I attended this weekend.  On Saturday night the football team was 9 and 0.  The band we did pay for, that was awesome.  One of their band members did the moonwalk.  They also did their own version of thriller.  So you guys did a good thing by voting on that.”
Nina Malone-“While we’re on football, we are the only undefeated team in California and we are the conference champs.  We’re already in the playoffs for the finals.”
C. V.P. of Finance: Anacani Macias-“We had the pleasure of having Warren Furutani here to talk about the budget cuts and what’s actually happening and why we’re having budgets and it actually does make sense.  He proposed a bill to the state to tax oil companies severance tax because we’re the only state that doesn’t do that which is like weird.  The governor doesn’t want to do it, but he’s taking the initiative.  He’s giving us the idea to utilize that severance for college students to go back to all those student services.  The idea is that he wants students to run this campaign.  I’m going to propose the idea to a larger scale.  I’m going to propose it to the region and I’m going to propose it to our AFT internship.  They’re looking for 5,000 signatures each campus which is not that much if you get every single registered student to actually petition for this.  I think it’s a great idea.  So I’m going to work on it and I’m going to bring it back to the floor.”
D. Secretary: Dawn Castillo- “I guess if you’re looking for some last minute points come up to the office and pick up some of those yellow cards.  You can get points for helping fill those out.  I know it’s getting late in the semester and some of you guys probably need it.”
XII. SHARED GOVERNANCE REPORTS (3 MINUTES PER PERSON)
A. Shared Governance Liaison: Sen. Alvarado-Excused.
B. CPC-No Reports.
C. Academic Affairs-No Reports.
D.  Student Services-No Reports.
E. Work Environment:
Sen. Lefebre-“Basically they were talking about the H1N1 update.  They not exactly sure what they’re going to do, but they have some ideas.  One idea was closing down the school the other was doing it online.  They also talked about not having assigned fire drill leaders for every building so they’re going to have a meeting on Tuesday at 1:30pm to assign leaders.  Overall the crime rate is really good.  The new security cameras are going to be put up soon.  They said to sign up for the text message alert.  They were actually thinking about using twitter.  And they want to use the old racket ball court for storage.  And the peace poll, there are a few drawings out so we’ll have that soon.
Anacani Macias-“Wasn’t the thing with the cameras something that we discussed last semester?”
Sen. Owens-“People felt uncomfortable with the cameras around so they didn’t pass it.”
Sen. Abercrombie-“There is a specific grant for community colleges for security, for cameras, for extra officers on campuses and you have every right to know exactly where those students are and it’s a student run program.  Maybe that’s something that should be brought to the floor.”
Sen. Owens-“One thing that was brought up last year, it was like a 50/50, everybody was okay with it as long as it was out in the parking, but when they brought it inside people were totally against it.”
Esteban Robledo-“Since this is an item of interest for the senate would anyone like to head up a task force to find out the location of the cameras?”
Sen. Abercrombie-“I’m on that one.  I would be happy to do that.”
Esteban Robledo-“From this point forward Senator Abercrombie will be the chair of the Campus Safety Task Force.”
F. Budget-No Reports.
G. Academic Senate:
Sen. Gustchen-“The only thing of consequence I know of is that they’re seeking a grant to hire two more faculty members.”
XIII. INFORMATION ITEMS (4 MINUTES PER PERSON)
None.
XIV. ADVISOR’S COMMENTS (10 MINUTES)
Nina Malone—“When it comes to the ALERTU this was talked about a lot at the Facilities meeting yesterday.  Not a lot of students have signed up for it.  When they were talking about twitter they were just trying to think of a way to get the message out to the students just in case we have to close the campus because a swine flu epidemic.  We have these flyers.  We need to have these cut up.  You need to pass these out.  We need to put up more banners around the Seahawk Center.  Pass them around, spread the word, it’s easy to do.  Good job you guys.  Good meeting.”
Esteban Robledo entertained a motion to suspend the orders of the day.
Sen. Lefebre moved to suspend the orders of the day to allow President Robledo to speak, Sen. Varghese 2nd.
Esteban Robledo-“Just want it to be noted in the meeting that I did make a formal request for the audio recording of the last senate meeting.”
XV. ADJOURNMENT
Sen. Lefebre moved to adjourn the meeting, Sen. Reyna 2nd.

