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	Institutional Learning Outcomes
	Course Intended Outcomes
	Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	1 (3)

	(1) Demonstrate familiarity with the nature and origins of developmental psychology, theoretical perspectives, and historical trends.


	Combined with SLOs 2 and 8.
	 
	

	1 (3)
	(2) Apply the scientific method to psychological constructs using basic research methods of design and critically evaluate research results (e.g. case studies, cross-sectional and longitudinal designs).


	Means: Capstone Project
Using a historical content analysis students will be able to trace the changes through time in conceptualization of 
Autism.

Criteria for success:  at least 70% of students will be able to successfully write a research paper focused on autism.
	Measured in Spring 2010.
Results: 68% of students were able to successfully write a 10-page research paper on the historical changes in conceptualization of autism.
	This was a pilot test for using capstone projects in Psych 41 and it was tested in one class.  Although the project captured the interest of the majority of students, it demanded a tremendous amount of time and resources from the class and the instructor.  See note below.
Faculty members teaching Psych 41 decided to reassess these SLOs using a different project. 

	2
	(3) Demonstrate familiarity with major psychological concepts and empirical findings, including: biological bases for developmental changes.


	Means: Students will analyze a case study and answer 3 questions that tap the skills described in SLO 3, 4, 6 and 7.

Criteria for success: at least 70% of students will be able to answer these 3 questions correctly.


	Measured in Spring 09. Combined with SLOs # 4, 6, and 7.

See graph stored on campus Assessment drive showing the percent of correct responses from 1 participating instructor.  Our criteria for success, at least 70% correct responses, were met in the 2 participating classes.
	Using a case study to assess student learning proved to be a successful strategy.  Students were able to think critically about the case, compare and contrast theories, and analyze, synthesize, and integrate information learned in class.

	2
	(4) Apply psychological principles to social and organizational developmental issues.


	Combined with SLOs 3, 6, and 7
	See SLO 3
	

	3
	(5) Recognize, understand, and respect the complexity of sociocultural and international diversity as applied to developmental issues.


	Means: Students will search for an article that deals with some aspect of sociocultural diversity in humans and write an article review based on it.
Criteria for success: at least 70% of students will be able to find an article that deals with sociocultural diversity and relate it to developmental issues.
	Measured in Spring 2010. The five Psych 41 classes offered in the Spring 2010 participated.
Results: Our criteria for success were met in all five classes: on average at least 75% of students were able identify an article dealing with sociocultural diversity and relate it to developmental issues.
	In general this was a successful assessment of SLO # 5.  However, our rubric seems to be repetitive and steps will be taken to correct it.  If necessary this SLO will be reassessed.

	2
	(6) Develop insight into their own and others' behavior and mental processes and apply effective strategies as they relate to age-related events and life events, both normative and non-normative (e.g., teratology, transitional events, dying and death).


	Combined with SLOs 3, 6, and 7
	See SLO 3
	

	2
	(7) Compare and contrast theoretical stages of human development (e.g., Piaget, Erikson, Freud, Kohlberg, etc.)


	Combined with SLOs 3, 6, and 7
	See SLO 3
	

	4
	(8) Characterize developmentally related mental illnesses and their treatments.


	Combined with SLOs 1 and 2.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Psychology 41 - SLO # 5:  Recognize and analyze the complexity of sociocultural and international diversity
For this project you will search for an article that deals with some aspect of sociocultural diversity in humans.  You will spend some time selecting the best possible article and then review and report the findings from it.  There are many articles and very interesting cases in print and online.  You should not focus on psychological journals that present very technical information.  On the other hand, keep in mind that information derived from Wikipedia is not an acceptable source of articles for a college paper. The goal of this project is for you to identify and discuss issues related sociocultural diversity and relate this information to what you have learned in class.  You will choose one article (the one that interested you the most) and describe the following: 

(1) The purpose of the article and the issue(s) discussed,

(2) the type of article: opinion, research, review, critique, 

(3) the point the author is trying to make, 

(4)  the arguments used to support the point, 

(5) evaluate the article and discuss whether you agree or disagree with the author,  

(6) report any other piece of information from the article that you found interesting or important,

(7) relate the information to what you have learned in class, specially how it relates to sociocultural diversity.

(8) reference the article at the end of your review.

At the most general level topics associated with sociocultural diversity may include sexuality, race, ethnicity, age, etc.  More specific topics may include immigration, homosexuality, prejudice, discrimination, etc. You may go to the campus library to find articles or you may access the library web site from home and do your research from home.  
Helpful hint: An A paper should have addressed all seven points outlined above. If you find an article that does not help you answer these points, then, you have the wrong article.  An article that is only a paragraph or a page long is not going to be helpful.  
Psychology 41Life-Span Psychology

Capstone Project: Assessment of SLOs 1, 2, and 8

Historical content analysis

This project will provide you with a historical context to understand the changes in conceptualization and contradictions on the topic of autism. 

This project can be accomplished online or at the library.  

1. Students will select one of the popular culture magazines that reach a wide audience, for example Newsweek, Time, Psychology Today, Scientific American, etc.  

2. Locate the magazine archives and go as far back in time as you can, searching for the earliest article you can find on autism.  (In my own autism search on Time magazine I found an article published on April 26, 1948).  

3. Once you find the earliest article published on autism, select at least 2 articles per decade (your final sample should be 10 articles).

4. Before analyzing your articles state a hypothesis of what you expect to find.  For example, do you expect to find differences through time in the way autism is defined/conceptualized? Alternatively, do you expect to find a different emphasis on the articles depending on the decade/years the article was published?

5. Read the articles carefully and content analyze them looking for common themes:

a. What is the focus of each article?

b. Is the article based on expert opinions, scientific research, or both?

c. What are the most important categories that emerged from your reading?

i. Possible general categories may include behavioral descriptions, mood descriptions, causes, treatments, therapies, child care, etc.

ii. Within each identified category look for sub-topics

iii. Look for developmental theories represented in the article

6. Put the paper together using the following format:

a. Introduction:  name the periodical/magazine you chose, provide a general description of the topic (e.g., define autism and why it is important to gain knowledge on this topic).  You should end your intro stating the broad questions (hypotheses) guiding your content analysis.

b. Body of the paper: 

i. Describe the process (procedure) you follow:  how many articles you reviewed and how you selected the final 10.

ii. State the degree of difficulty to find old articles (was it easier to find articles during the 90s?)

iii. Results: describe the common general categories and subtopics found in the articles, differences through time, the theoretical perspectives that you saw represented, and anything else that you found in your analysis.

iv. Conclusion: Summarize your findings and provide a statement of what you’ve learned through this activity.

v. At the end of your paper, on a separate sheet, provide a reference section in APA style listing the 10 articles you used in your paper.

Note on the Capstone Research Project:  The project captured the interest of the majority of students as many are interested in the disorder Autism.  A few students asked to do their research projects on other developmental disorders (Alzheimer’s and epilepsy).  To make it more manageable the project was broken down in sections in such a way that students were submitting different parts of the project at different times in the semester. For example, students were instructed first to do their articles search and submit the reference page formatted in APA style.  To help students accomplish this task a librarian (who already knew about the topic and details of the project) was invited to the class to give a presentation on search strategies and APA guidelines for the reference page.  Despite these efforts, some students submitted their reference page without following APA style and a few not even listing their sources in alphabetical order.  Students also had difficulty citing sources within their papers. These findings highlight the need for the Psychology department to come up with new strategies for students to learn how to format a paper in APA style without taking so much of our class time and for the campus to allocate resources such as writing coaches or tutors to help students write successful research papers.
As a result of these findings, faculty members who teach Psych 41 decided to re-assess SLOs 1, 2, and 8 in Spring 2010 using other methods.  

