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	Institutional Learning Outcomes
	Course Intended Outcomes
	Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	1
	1. Demonstrate understanding of the nature, origins of psychology.  

	Means: In one paragraph, students will explain how psychology is different from philosophy.

Criteria for success: at least 70% of students will be able to discuss similarity of questions, methodological differences, and/or will discuss the methods used by each discipline


	 A total of five classes participated in the Fall 2009.  
Results: On average, at least 80% of the students per class were able to identify and discuss the differences between psychology and philosophy.
	This activity was straight forward and easy to implement.  Some instructors chose to implement this activity as “take-home,” others asked students to write a paragraph in class.  No differences between take-home and in-class activities were detected.

	2
	2. Compare and contrast the major theoretical perspectives

	Means: 2-part class activity that includes: 1. identifying the major concepts for each of 5 traditional psychological perspectives. 2. compare and contrast two of them.

Criteria for success: 70 % of students will be able to use the correct terminology for each of the perspectives presented. In addition, 70% of students will correctly use the corresponding terminology when comparing and contrasting 2 perspectives.
	Combined with SLOs 3 and 5. See attached graph showing the percent of satisfactory responses from 2 participating instructors.  Our criteria for success, at least 70% satisfactory responses, were met in almost all participating classes. Psy 1-123 reached 68 % satisfactory responses.  
	Discussions with students in Psy 1-123 revealed that although they understood the activity they would have liked more time to complete it.  Students suggested that this activity should be a take-home rather than a class assignment.

	2
	3. Discuss historical trends 

	Combined with SLO # 2 
	See SLO # 2.
	

	1
	4. Apply the scientific method to psychological constructs using basic research methods of design and interpretation 

	Means: 10 multiple choice questions.
Criteria: success = 70% correct responses to each question.
	See attached graph showing item analysis of aggregate data from 2 participating instructors.
Although there was marked improvement from the Fall semester (3, 6, & 9) failed to reach our set minimum criteria of success (70%).
	There was marked improvement from the Fall semester in some of the problematic items suggesting that instructors have made strides in helping students understand these difficult concepts.  In discussions with students they suggested that item # 6 needs to be changed since it is confusing.

	2
	5. Evaluate major psychological concepts and empirical findings.
	Combined with SLO # 2 
	See SLO 2.
	

	2
	6.Synthesize and integrate psychological principles and apply these to personal, social, and organizational issues
	Means: Students will write a report that (1) will identify one habit they would like to change and write a behavioral analysis by establishing a baseline for the frequency that the behavior occurs; (2) students will describe a reward schedule to increase the behavior or an aversive schedule of reinforcement (such as snapping a rubber band around the wrist.)
Criteria for success: students will turn in a report that accurately describes the use of reinforcement schedules and will be rated as satisfactory (70% expected) or unsatisfactory.


	Combined with SLO # 8.
See attached graph showing the percent of satisfactory responses from 2 participating instructors.  Our criteria for success, at least 70% satisfactory responses, were met in all participating classes.
	Results from this activity show that when students understand psychological concepts they are able to apply these concepts to their own lives and gain new insights into their behaviors.

	4
	7. Recognize and analyze the complexity of sociocultural and international diversity
	Means: Students will write a review in response to a video or an article dealing with sociocultural and /or international diversity.  In their discussion students are expected to use any of the concepts associated with this topic including cultural relativity, norms, collectivism, individualism, stereotype, etc.
Criteria for success: 

at least 70% of the students will use correctly in their review any of the concepts cited above.


	The data were collected in the Spring 2009.
Results: On average, 80% of the students or more were able to discuss some aspect of sociocultural and /or international diversity in their reviews.  One instructor showed the video “A class divided,” one instructor assigned the article “On being sane in insane places,”  and all others asked students to find an article pertaining to the topic. 
	Instructors and students alike found this activity very interesting.  The rubric used was originally created for an article review and the instructor who showed the video had to adapt it.  Most instructors liked having flexibility in the rubric.  Two instructors found that some of the items were repetitive and suggested changes to it.  Presently, students’ reviews are being further assessed via inter-rater reliability.  Once results are in the department will work on corrections (if any) to this rubric.

	5
	8. Develop insight into their own and others' behavior and mental processes and apply effective strategies for self-management and self-improvement
	Combined with SLO # 6 
	See SLO 6.
	

	
	
	
	
	


SLO # 1 Assessment Tool:

CLASS ACTIVITY

SLO # 1:  Demonstrate understanding of the nature, origins of psychology.

Means of assessment:

In one paragraph, students will explain how psychology is different from philosophy.

Criteria for success:  at least 70% of students will discuss similarity of questions, methodological differences, and/or will discuss the methods used by each discipline

SLO # 7 Assessment Tool:

Psychology 01 - SLO # 7:  Recognize and analyze the complexity of sociocultural and international diversity
For this project you will search for an article that deals with some aspect of sociocultural diversity in humans.  You will spend some time selecting the best possible article and then review and report the findings from it.  There are many articles and very interesting cases in print and online.  You should not focus on psychological journals that present very technical information.  On the other hand, keep in mind that information derived from Wikipedia is not an acceptable source of articles for a college paper. The goal of this project is for you to identify and discuss issues related sociocultural diversity and relate this information to what you have learned in class.  You will choose one article (the one that interested you the most) and describe the following: 

(1) The purpose of the article and the issue(s) discussed,

(2) the type of article: opinion, research, review, critique, 

(3) the point the author is trying to make, 

(4)  the arguments used to support the point, 

(5) evaluate the article and discuss whether you agree or disagree with the author,  

(6) report any other piece of information from the article that you found interesting or important,

(7) relate the information to what you have learned in class and to sociocultural and or international diversity.

(8) reference the article at the end of your review.

At the most general level topics associated with sociocultural diversity may include sexuality, race, ethnicity, age, etc.  More specific topics may include immigration, homosexuality, prejudice, discrimination, etc. You may go to the campus library to find articles or you may access the library web site from home and do your research from home.  
Helpful hint: An A paper should have addressed all seven points outlined above. If you find an article that does not help you answer these points, then, you have the wrong article.  An article that is only a paragraph or a page long is not going to be helpful.  
