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	Institutional Mission & Goals
	Course Intended Outcomes
	Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	                   1

	1. Discuss the political philosophies of the framers of the United States Constitution

	At least 70% of students will select the philosophies of the framers of the U.S. Constitution concerning 
--preventing tyranny
--establishing federalism

--dispersing power
and when they were put into effect.
	Classes N = 5

Respondents N = 92
Percent and number that

selected the best choice:

 *65.3% (n=60) 
	Criteria ​​​not met.
Teaching strategies for improving success from 65% to 70% or more will be discussed and followed by instructors.

	1
	2. Discuss (Explain) the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government and how each operates under the U.S. Constitution as it has been amended and interpreted

	At least 70% of students will select the time period in which the three branches of government and system of checks and balances--including the right of the U.S.
Supreme Court to declare laws unconstitutional-- were established.

	Classes N = 5

Respondents N = 92

Percent (number) that
selected the best choices:

  Ques. A  58.7% (n=54)

  Ques. B  42.4% (n=39) 
  Ques. C  35.9% (n=33)
	Criteria ​​​not met. (All questions tested the 

sequence of events).
Strategies for teaching the reasons for creation of separation of powers—especially the system of checks and balances and judicial review—and the sequence of events should have high priority for instructors’ improvement.


	1
	3. Discuss the political processes that operate under the U.S. constitution as it has been amended and interpreted including parties, interest groups, the formation of public opinion, voting and other forms of political participation, nominations, political campaigns, the electoral college and the role of the media
	At least 70% of students will select the best 
description of how public

opinion is determined.
	Classes N = 5

Respondents N = 92

Percent and number that

selected the best choice: 
 90.2% (n = 83)
	Criteria met.
Existing strategies used to teach the political process

should be continued. 



	1
	4. Identify the rights and obligations of citizens in the political and legal system established by the U.S. Constitution 
	At least 70% of students will choose correctly when asked to identify information about 
--the rights and
  obligations of citizens
--the sequence in which 

   they were established

--the leaders who fought

  for them.

	Classes N = 5

Respondents N = 92

Percent (number) that

chose the best choices:

 Ques. D  57.7%   (n = 53)

 Ques. E  90.2%  (n = 83) 

 Ques. F  34.8%    (n = 32)

 Ques. G 71.4%   (n = 66)

 Ques. H  39.2%    (n = 36)

 Ques. I    35.9%    (n = 47)

 Ques. J    58.7%    (n = 43)

 Ques. K  72.4       (n = 67)
	Criteria partially met.
Criteria met for 3 (37.5%) 

of 8 questions. (Of the 5 questions testing the sequence of events only one [20%] met the criteria, indicating need for a high priority for improvement

in teaching that aspect).

Five out of 8 questions (62.5%) were answered correctly by at least 
50% of students showing progress toward success on this SLO.
Existing successful strategies used to teach citizens’ rights and obligations should be continued. Additional effective teaching strategies should be developed by instructors. 


	1
	5. Compare the nature, general principles, and major provisions of the U.S. Constitution with the California constitution 
	At least 70% of students will correctly select differences in the structure and operation of the judicial, legislative and executive branches and the reasons for the differences.

	Classes N = 5

Respondents N = 92

Percent (number) that

selected the best choices:

 Ques. L   55.5% (n = 51)

 Ques. M  43.5% (n = 40) 

 Ques. N   42.4% (n = 39)

 Ques. O   39.2% (n = 36)
	Criteria not met on any of the four questions.  Only one of the four questions was answered correctly by at least 50% of students
The highest priority for
improvement of teaching

should include this SLO

	1
	6. Explain the nature and processes of California state and local government
	At least 70% of students will select the accurate description of the relationship between local government and the California and the U.S.
Governments.
	Classes N = 5

Respondents N = 92

Percent and number that

selected the accurate description:
  42.4% (n = 39)
	Criteria not met. 
The highest priority for
improvement of teaching

should include this SLO

	1
	7. Describe the relationship of state and local government and the federal government today and explain the resolution of conflicts that led to that relationship
	At least 70% of students will select the best description of the relationship of state governments and the federal government in connection with a specific time period and will identify powers remaining with states today.
	Classes N = 5

Respondents N = 92

Percent and number that

selected correctly
Ques. P   54.3%  (n = 42)

Ques. Q  74.0% (n = 68)
	Criteria partially met
Criteria met one of two questions.  The other was answered correctly by at least 50% of students.




FALL, 2008, ASSESSMENT:  70% correct criteria met for 5 out of 20 questions
· SLO’s 1, 2, 5, 6: answers on questions meet 70% criteria                      


         = 0
· SLO’s 3, 4, 7: answers on  questions meet 70% criteria                         


         = 5
· *SLO 1 = answer on questions did not meet criteria, but attained by at least 65.0% of students  = 1
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	Institutional Mission & Goals
	Course Intended Outcomes
	Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	1

	1. Discuss the political philosophies of the framers of the United States Constitution


	At least 70% of students will select the philosophies of the framers of the U.S. Constitution concerning 

--preventing tyranny

--establishing federalism

--dispersing power

and when they were put into effect.
	Classes N = 9
Respondents N = 174
Percent and number that

selected the best choice:

 *68.3% (n = 119)
	Criteria ​​​not met. 
Teaching strategies for improving success from 65% to 70% or more will be discussed and followed by instructors.

	1
	2. Discuss (Explain) the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government and how each operates under the U.S. Constitution as it has been amended and interpreted


	At least 70% of students will select the time period in which the three branches of government and system of checks and balances--including the right of the U.S.

Supreme Court to declare laws unconstitutional-- were established.


	Classes N = 9

Respondents N = 174

Percent (number) that

selected the best choices:

  Ques. A  56.3% (n = 098)

  Ques. B  33.9% (n = 059) 

  Ques. C  40.2% (n = 070)
	Criteria ​​​not met. (All questions tested the 

sequence of events).

Strategies for teaching the reasons for creation of separation of powers—especially the system of checks and balances and judicial review—and the sequence of events should 
have high priority for instructors’ improvement.


	1
	3. Discuss the political processes that operate under the U.S. constitution as it has been amended and interpreted including parties, interest groups, the formation of public opinion, voting and other forms of political participation, nominations, political campaigns, the electoral college and the role of the media
	At least 70% of students will select the best 

description of how public

opinion is determined.
	Classes N = 9

Respondents N = 174

Percent and number that

selected the best choice: 

 77.5% (n = 135)
	Criteria met, but at a dramatically lower level than in Fall, 2008.
Strategies used to teach the political process

should receive renewed attention to raise results to prior semester level.

	1
	4. Identify the rights and obligations of citizens in the political and legal system established by the U.S. Constitution 
	At least 70% of students will choose correctly when asked to identify information about 

--the rights and

  obligations of citizens

--the sequence in which 

   they were established

--the leaders who fought

  for them.


	Classes N = 9

Respondents N = 174

Percent (number) that

chose the best choices:

*Ques. D  69.5% (n = 121)

  Ques. E  95.4% (n = 166) 

  Ques. F  54.0% (n = 094)

  Ques. G 71.8% (n = 125)

  Ques. H 58.0%  (n = 101)

  Ques. I  47.7%  (n = 083)

  Ques. J  41.3%  (n = 072)

  Ques. K 79.3%  (n = 138)
	Criteria partially met with
improvement over Fall, 2008, on all but one question.
Criteria met for 3 (37.5%) 

of 8 questions. (Of the 5 questions testing the sequence of events only one [20%] met the criteria, indicating need for a high priority for improvement for teaching the sequence of events).
Six out of 8 questions (75.0%) were answered correctly by at least 

50% of students showing progress toward success. 
Existing successful strategies used to teach citizens’ rights and obligations should be continued. Additional effective teaching strategies should be developed by instructors.

	1
	5. Compare the nature, general principles, and major provisions of the U.S. Constitution with the California constitution 
	At least 70% of students will correctly select differences in the structure and operation of the judicial, legislative and executive branches and the reasons for the differences.


	Classes N = 9

Respondents N = 174

Percent (number) that

selected the best choices:

 Ques. L    51.7% (n = 090)

 Ques. M   43.6% (n = 076) 

 Ques. N   35.0% (n = 061)

 Ques. O   24.1% (n = 042)
	Criteria not met on any of the four questions.  Only one of the four questions was answered correctly by at least 50% of students.  Scores decreased over Fall, 2008, on all but one question.
The highest priority for

improvement of teaching

should include this SLO

	1
	6. Explain the nature and processes of California state and local government
	At least 70% of students will select the accurate description of the relationship between local government and the California and the U.S.

Governments.
	Classes N = 9

Respondents N = 174

Percent and number that

selected the accurate description:

  46.5% (n = 081)
	Criteria not met. 

The highest priority for

improvement of teaching

should include this SLO

	1
	7. Describe the relationship of state and local government and the federal government today and explain the resolution of conflicts that led to that relationship
	At least 70% of students will select the best description of the relationship of state governments and the federal government in connection with a specific time period and will identify powers remaining with states today.
	Classes N = 9

Respondents N = 174

Percent and number that

selected correctly:
  Ques. P   62.6%  (n = 109)

*Ques. Q  69.5% (n =  121)
	Criteria close to being met on one item, but this represents a decreased score over Fall, 2008
The other item was answered correctly by at least 50% of students.




SPRING, 2009, ASSESSMENT:  70% correct criteria met for 5 out of 20 questions
· SLO’s 1, 2, 5, 6: answers on questions meet 70% criteria                      


                  = 0

· SLO’s 3, 4, 7: answers on  questions meet 70% criteria                         


                  = 4

· *SLO’s 1, 4,7: answers on questions did not meet criteria, but attained by at least 65.0% of students  = 3

Note:  On 12 out of 20 questions, scores increased (four between 10 and 19%) in Spring, 2009, compared with Fall, 2008
