LA HARBOR COLLEGE

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) Assessment Report

Course Assessment
Division:  Science, Family and Consumer Studies
Discipline/Program:    Geology
Course Number and Name:  GEOL 001 Physical Geology
Program Contact Person: Munasinghe, Tissa


Phone:  310 – 233 – 4555 
Reviewed by:  Lora Lane, SLO Assessment Coordinator
Date:    January 2012  

	Institutional Learning Outcomes
	Course Intended Outcomes
	Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	1

	(1) Explain the processes that took place during the formation of the Earth

	In a MCQ test 70% of the students will answer more that 70% of the questions related to the formation of the Earth
	Fall 2011:

62% of the students answered 70% of the MCQs on the formation of the Earth
	Some students have difficulty in grasping astronomical concepts. Include more practice quizzes to test their understanding.

	1
	(2) Relate the basic physical scientific concepts used to explain geologic features and processes on the Earth
	In a MCQ test 70% of students will select the correct answers for 70% of the questions on basic scientific concepts.
	Fall 2011:

69% of the students answered 70% of the MCQs on basic scientific concepts related to geology
	This outcome indicates when concepts are presented as small segments they do better. Use in other topics in the future.

	1
	(3)Explain the origin and measurement of earthquakes

	In a short-answer test 70% of the students will answer 70% of the questions related to earthquakes correctly.
	Fall 2011:

78% of the students answered 70% of the questions related to earthquakes correctly
	Results show that students do better in topics that are closer to their everyday life. Relate other topics to their everyday lives more.

	1
	(4) Explain how rocks behave due to various forms of stresses in the Earth

	In a short-answer test 70% of the students will answer 70% of the questions related to rock deformation correctly.
	Fall 2011:

78% of the students answered 70% of the questions related to rock deformation correctly
	The pedagogy used in discussing this complex topic seems to work. Apply the pedagogy to other topics.

	1
	(5) Explain the origin and the distribution of, and the factors that influence mass movements on the Earth surface

	In a short-answer test 70% of the students will answer 70% of the questions related to mass movements correctly.
	Fall 2011:

57% of the students answered 70% of the questions related to mass movements correctly
	Although this is a familiar topic to students they didn’t perform well. Need to find out the weak link in the pedagogy.

	1
	(6) Explain the origin and forms of running water, and how running water changes the Earth surface
	In a short-answer test 70% of the students will answer 70% of the questions related to running water correctly.
	Fall 2011:

61% of the students answered 70% of the questions related to rock deformation correctly


	Need to improve teaching material to help students visualize the effect of running water (on the Earth surface) better.


