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	Institutional Learning Outcomes
	Course Intended Outcomes
	Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	2 (4)

	(1) Locate specific places on Earth with latitude and longitude coordinates; identify incoming direct sun by latitude and season during Earth’s orbit.
	Lab exercises
	100% completed this exercise in a satisfactory way (February 2011)
	This is usually our first exercise, and plan Feb. 2012  to start with it.

	3 (2, 4)
	(2) Compare GPS, GIS, and remote sensing as tools for learning about Earth, and list practical applications of each.
	Short paper from Internet research
	Fall 2011:

I assigned this as a take-home midterm exam:
64% earned A’s, 14% - B’s, 14%- C’s, 9% - 0. 
	I plan to use this assignment again as it fosters a global view.

	2 (4)
	(3) Draw and interpret U.S. air pressure (isobar) and temperature (isotherm) maps.
	Lab map exercises
	Fall 2011: 

All students completed these maps; some needed to complete additional isoline maps until they mastered the technique.
	Keep using these lab exercises.

	2, 4
	(4) Draw contour lines from elevation points, and interpret patterns on topographic maps and satellite images (NASA, Google Earth).
	Lab exercise, report
	Fall 2011:

All students completed these maps; some needed to complete additional isoline maps until they mastered the technique.
	Keep using these lab exercises.

	1 (2, 3, 4, 5)
	(5) Record field observations and write 3-5-page field trip report(s) about atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and lithosphere conditions on 1-2 physical geography field trips. (Alternative to outdoor field trips include L.A. County Natural History Museum and Cabrillo Marine Aquarium).
	Field Trip Reports:  one is required for a C; two are required for an A or B.  
ISLO #3 is our “Field Trip Preparation” homework,   as our Santa Monica & San Gabriel Mountain canyon sites and Palos Verdes Peninsula trails have good websites with a lot of information about vegetation, wildlife, geology, hydrology, etc.  
	Fall 2011: 10 students completed 2 ‘A’ reports (2 completed 3 A’s), 11 completed 1 ‘B’ report, and 2 completed 1 ‘C’ report.  (I go over carefully what is required to earn an A, and these students are motivated!)
	Outdoor field trips are the best pedagogy for understanding how the natural environment is integrated.  Students who cannot walk well outdoors do indoor museum trips where they can rest more often.
I’ve led 370+ nature walks and field trips for LAHC Geography 1 & 15 students, and plan to continue as these are the most valuable for memory longevity,  +  the most fun:  the 2 are correlated.  Students return from previous years and exclaim appreciation for them.


