LA HARBOR COLLEGE

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) Assessment Report

Course Assessment
Division:  Science, Family and Consumer Studies
Discipline/Program:    Geography
Course Number and Name:  GEOG 001 Physical Geography
Program Contact Person: Munasinghe, Tissa 



Phone: _______________________
Reviewed by:                                                                       

Date:    August 2011  

Attach additional pages as necessary.
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	Course Intended Outcomes
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	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	1
	1. Identify locations with Earth’s reference grid of latitude and longitude; relate latitude with incoming solar radiation and climate types, and longitude with time. (Introduction, Atmosphere)


	
	 
	

	1
	2. Describe the ocean’s influence on atmospheric temperatures, and how global winds and ocean currents affect coastal vs. continental climates. (Atmosphere, Hydrosphere)


	
	
	

	1
	3. Correlate world maps of plate tectonics, volcanoes and earthquakes; and distinguish landforms associated with convergent, divergent, and transform (transverse) plate tectonic boundaries.  (Lithosphere)


	
	
	

	1
	4. Recognize and illustrate the roles of water and wind in shaping vegetation patterns, and fluvial (river), coastal, Karst (groundwater in solution), desert, and glacial landforms. (Hydrosphere, Atmosphere, Biosphere, Lithosphere)


	
	
	

	1
	5. Correlate Earth’s climates and biomes on world maps. (Atmosphere, Biosphere)
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	1. Define geography, physical geography, and Earth’s four integrated spheres: atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and lithosphere
	
	 
	

	
	2. Explain Earth’s reference grid: latitude and longitude, latitudinal geographic zones related to climate, and the relationship of longitude and time
	
	
	

	
	3. Using a time zone map, calculate time zone differences between different locations on earth
	
	
	

	
	4. Record field observations and compose a 4-6 page report on a geography field trip, including descriptions of the site, weather characteristics on that day, water features, vegetation, animals, landforms, rocks, soil, and human activity in the area, with 3 labeled drawings (plant, rock, and landscape).
	
	
	

	
	5. Recognize and record observations of plant characteristics that serve as adaptations to dry, medium, and wet environments
	
	
	

	
	6. Distinguish plant forms and identify plant samples in five Southern California vegetation communities: coastal sage scrub (“soft chaparral” on drier, sunnier slopes), chaparral (taller, thicker, woody shrubs on hillsides with more moisture), oak woodland (grasslands with scattered trees), riparian/streamside woodland, and grasslands (meadows)
	
	
	

	
	7. Compare and correlate the Earth’s major climates and biomes
	
	
	

	
	8. Illustrate the water cycle (hydrologic cycle) and explain its processes
	
	
	

	
	9. Describe the unique properties and geographic distribution of Earth’s waters
	
	
	

	
	10. Explain cloud formation and identify major types of clouds
	
	
	

	
	11. Define the fluvial processes of erosion and deposition, and identify landforms associated with river systems and drainage
	
	
	

	
	12. Describe the basic pattern of Earth’s ocean currents, and identify major currents in the Pacific Ocean and the northern Atlantic
	
	
	

	
	13. Define cartography and mapping basics: map scale, projections, directions, symbols, (point, line, and area symbols).
	
	
	

	
	14. Describe remote sensing, G.P.S. (Global Positioning System), and geographic Information Systems (G.I.S.) as tools used in geographic analysis
	
	
	

	
	15. Locate major physical features of Earth on a series of world maps
	
	
	

	
	16. Describe and draw diagrams illustrating common patterns of temperature and temperature inversions, high and low pressure, ocean and land winds (“onshore and offshore”), global wind systems, rain and desert patterns
	
	
	

	
	17. Identify and distinguish major climate types on a world map.
	
	
	

	
	18. Distinguish between internal, mountain-building processes (uplift, folding, faulting, volcanoes, and convergence of tectonic plates), and external, landform-shaping processes (weathering, erosion, mass wasting, and deposition). Illustrate each with examples
	
	
	


