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	Institutional Mission & Goals
	Course Intended Outcomes
	Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
	Summary of Data Collected
	Use of Results

	1

	1. Write analytical literary essays that are critical and documented
	Seven essays
	2 papers, 6 pts
4 papers, 8 pts

1 paper, 1 pt


	See attached

	1
	2. Identify the socio-political victories and defeats which this country has experienced as interpreted by African-American writers
	Fourteen essays
	See attached
	See attached

	1
	3. Use the elements and techniques of fiction, drama and poetry in writing assignments
	Fourteen essays
	See attached
	See attached

	1
	4. Discuss a broad range of issues and values in African-American literature as it relates to African-Americans and other Americans
	Fourteen essays
	See attached
	See attached

	2
	5. Evaluate layers of meaning including psychological and historical as it relates to the Black  Aesthetic in fiction, , poems, drama, and essays
	Fourteen essays
	See attached
	See attached


	Level and Score
	Use critical thinking
	Interpret
	Use of Fiction
	Relate values
	Evaluate layers of
	 

	 
	and documentation
	African American
	Drama Poetry
	in African American
	meaning in 
	 

	 
	 
	experiences
	Techniques
	Lit to AA
	psychology and history
	 

	 
	SLO 1
	SLO 2
	SLO 3
	SLO 4
	SLO 5
	Results

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Proficient (3)
	 
	8 papers, 24 pts
	9papers, 27 pts
	7papers, 21 pts
	9 papers, 27 pts
	105 pts

	(See attached
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rubric) 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Partially
	4 papers, 8 pts
	6 papers, 12 pts
	5 papers, 10pts
	14 papers, 7 pts
	5 papers, 10 pts
	54 pts

	Proficient (2)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Non-Proficient (1)
	1 paper, 1 pt
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1 pt

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7 Students, 14 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	papers were
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	assessed
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Proficient Totals
	14 pts
	36 pts
	37 pts
	35 pts
	37 pts
	159 pts

	Non-Proficent 
	1 pt
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1 pt


Narrative: Los Angeles Harbor College


English 234 SLO


Participants: Fall 2009 English 234 students (7)


SLO Committee: John Corbally, Ann Warren, and Pamela Watkins


During the Fall 2009 semester, all five SLOs for English 234, African-American Literature, were assessed. The Fall 2009 semester was the first time the course had been offered in several years. The course description: “This course is an analysis of the literary, social, and historical aspects of essays, novels, dramas, short stories, and poems written by African-Americans, revealing the progression of culture in America as interpreted by African-American writers who seek to define themselves and other Americans.” 


Five SLOs were measured, and they are:

1. Write analytical literary essays that are critical and documented

2. Identify the socio-political victories and defeats which this country has experienced as interpreted by African-American writers

3. Use the elements and techniques of fiction, drama and poetry in writing assignments

4. Discuss a broad range of issues and values in African-American literature as it relates to African-Americans and other Americans

5. Evaluate layers of meaning including psychological and historical as it relates to the Black Aesthetic in fiction, poems, drama, and essays.


Fourteen analytical papers were used to measure SLOs 2 through 5, and seven papers were used to measure SLO 1. The literary analytical papers inherently include critical thinking, but they also need to include a familiarity with history, social-political aspects, issues and values, and psychological aspects of African-Americans. The class focused on two time frames: the Harlem Renaissance and the Black Arts Movement during the Civil Rights Era. Students read works by authors such as Nella Larsen, Zora Neale Hurston, Jean Toomer, Alain Locke, Ralph Ellison, Eldridge Cleaver, Toni Morrison, Amiri Baraka, and Lorraine Hansberry, and countless poems. Students also viewed films and took a field trip to the Mayme L. Clayton Museum and Library in Culver City. An article highlighting the trip to the museum is housed with the essays used to measure the students.


The rubric measured the SLOs on three levels: Proficient=3pts, Partially Proficient=2pts, and Non-Proficient=1pt. The rubric is attached.

Results





English 234—Total 14 papers



SLO 1
SLO 2
SLO 3
SLO 4
SLO 5
Totals

Proficient
2
8
9
7
9
35

Partially Proficient
4
6
5

7
5
27

Non-Proficient
1





1

Summary


Each paper was used to measure all five SLOs. With measuring fourteen papers, two papers were proficient and four were partially proficient and one was non-proficient in SLO 1. The remaining papers were proficient or partially proficient in SLOs 2 through 5. The papers show that the students were not only able to analyze the historical, psychological, and literary aspects of African-American literature, but also how African-Americans view themselves and other ethnic groups as it related to African-Americans. 


This quantitative assessment does not do justice to the qualitative learning that is also apart of the learning experience in African-American Literature. The eyes of the students were opened, and the students reveled in the breath and depth of the African-American socio-political and psychological experiences in America.

Conclusion


Students were thrilled to visit the Museum. Even though the reading list was long, they really read the books, essays, short stories, plays and poems because it was intriguing information. During discussions, the literature of the past was compared and contrasted with the African American literature of today, which added even more depth to the learning experience. Literature classes continue to add great substance to the learning experience.

Recommendation


In order to teach this African-American class, the teacher had to link it to an online literature class in order to garner the numbers required (15). It is imperative that literature classes not be held to this arbitrary standard if the English Degree is to mean anything. Literature classes should be able to continue (not canceled) even though the numbers are small. Therefore, I recommend that the Literature enrollment in face-to-face and online classes be lowered to seven (7) students.

Pamela Watkins

234 and 219 Literature Rubric


___________________________________________________________________________________________
Proficient

The writing:

· Develops interpretations that demonstrate an adequate grasp of the text

· Organizes accurate and reasonably coherent interpretations around clear ideas, premises, or images from the literary work

· Provides textual examples and details to support the interpretations

· Uses a clear and appropriate voice which conveys the writer’s literary knowledge
Partially Proficient

The writing:

· Develops interpretations that demonstrates a limited grasp of the text
· Includes interpretations that lack accuracy or coherence as related to ideas, premises, or images from the literacy
· Provides few, if any, textual examples and details to support the interpretations
· Uses a voice which conveys limited literary knowledge
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Non-Proficient

The writing:

· Demonstrates little grasp of the task

· Lacks an interpretation or may be a simple retelling of the passage

· Lacks textual examples and details

· Lacks voice and conveys little/if any, literary knowledge
history/data/stacy/responsetoliteraturerubric
4
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