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	1. Navigate Harbor’s online library catalog, the internet, and become familiar with sources in the print and digital library.
	Means:  after a library orientation designed to teach this outcome, conduct a quiz which asks students to use a variety of library information tools relevant to this course.

Criteria:  70% of the class shall pass the quiz with a grade of 60% or better.
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	2. Evaluate and interpret library and internet sources and improve critical reading skills.
	Means:  after a library orientation which teaches this outcome, conduct an exercise which asks students to evaluate 2 websites and 2 ‘digital library’ documents.

Criteria:  70% of the class shall satisfactorily complete this exercise using evaluative criteria given to them.
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	3. Refine and narrow a topic, take notes, create a formal sentence outline, document in the MLA format and write expository prose.
	Means:  assign an expository essay to be written in MLA style and including an outline and topic hierarchy chart.

Criteria:  70% of students will write a C+ grade or better essay as judged by a Department scoring rubric.
	Samples of student research papers are on file in the division office. The assessment rubric is in the office of Pamela Watkins.
	Please see attached narrative.



Narrative: Los Angeles Harbor College


English 137 SLO


Participants: Spring 2009 English 137 students (13)


SLO Committee: John Corbally and Pamela Watkins, Chair


During the Spring 2009 semester, one SLO of English 137, Library, Research and Bibliography, was assessed. English 137 is a one- unit course. The research course produces a research paper that can be used in English 101. As an experiment during the Spring 2009 semester, one section of English 137, and one section of Prof. Watkins’ English 101 class were linked as a learning community, and the above instructor taught it. There were 13 students at the end of the semester, and they each submitted a research packet.

SLO #3 was measured.



3.
Refine and narrow a topic, take notes, create a formal sentence




 outline, document in MLA format and write expository prose.


The research packet included: topic sheet, note cards, formal sentence outline, Works Cited, and an 8-page paper. Including the sources in the packet was optional; however, note cards were mandatory. These items were measured according to the rubric. (See attached.) 


The rubric measured the content and format of the topic sheet; it measured the content and format of the note cards; it measured the thesis, thoroughness, format, and complete sentences of the formal sentence outline; it also measured the complete list of the Works Cited page, and it measured the length, editing/proofreading, in-text citations, and content/argument of the final paper. It should be noted that inherent in content/argument and the formal sentence outline is critical thinking.


The rubric measurement was Good=20 points, Some Errors, short, and missing items=15 points, and major errors and far too short=10 points. The points were pro-rated if the student had one good and three some errors, etc. None means the student did not submit the assignment.

Results






English 137—Total Students 13

Topic Sheet


Good
Some Errors
Major Errors
None


Content
4
6
1
2


Format
9
2

2

Note Cards


Content
6
3
1
3


Format
2
7
1
3
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Formal Sentence Outline*

Good
Some Errors
Major Errors
None


Thesis
6
4
3


Thoroughness
6
2
5


Format
6
2
5


Complete Sentences
6
2
5

Works Cited


Complete List
2
5
6

Final Paper



Good
Short
Far Too Short


Length
11
2
1



Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


Editing/Proofing
1
11
1


In-text Citations
2
7
4


Content/Argument*
2
7
4

*Please note that critical thinking is inherent in the sentence outline and content/argument sections.

Summary


Nine (9) out of 13 students measured over a 70% success rate; however, eleven (11) of the 13 students had problems with the Works Cited page and in-text citations.


In the formal sentence outline six (6) are good, and as many as five have major errors. Students have some errors (2 to 4). Students are still having trouble grasping the concept of the formal sentence outline.


Three students resisted creating note cards, but when they did the content is good (6), but they tended to overlook format (8).


The Topic Sheet is a proposal to get students thinking about the paper and to get them ready to embark on this path. The Topic sheet format includes: the topic, the approach, and the question. Students comprehend the format (9), but there are some errors in the approach (7). This is expected because major research has not been undertaken at this point. The approach is refined as the paper progresses.


In the final paper, students continue to have challenges with proofreading and editing their own work (12), and critical thinking also continues to be a challenge (11).







2

Conclusion


Students fear the research paper, and therefore they procrastinate. Invariably, even though they had 15 weeks and clear due dates, they did not become serious about the research paper until after the mid-term. Some students said, “15 weeks is too long,” but when asked at the end of the semester “what challenges did you encounter,” most students said that they wished they had started earlier. With the opportunity provided to complete a successful paper, some students made the choice not to take advantage of the opportunity.


The research paper continues to be a challenge whether the English 101 class and the English 137 class are linked. However, what is not measured is the camaraderie of the students, student confidence by the end of the semester, and student maturity regarding school and their goals. This, of course, is equally important in a student-centered classroom. Students will display this confidence and maturity in subsequent classes.


Therefore, there is a recommendation that every English 101 class be linked to an English 137 class with the same instructor teaching both. Since budget cuts are so tremendous, the department should advertise English 137 more vigorously.

Pamela Watkins

Rubric Attached
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Attachment

Student Name___________________
Total Points_____________________

Total Points Possible: 100

Topic Sheet (20 points)


Content
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


Format
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors

Note Cards (20 points)


Content
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


Format
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors

Formal Sentence Outline (20 points)


Thesis
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


Thoroughness
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


Format
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


Complete Sentences
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors

Works Cited (20 points)


Complete List
Good
Missing Items
Major Errors

Final Paper (20 Points)


Length
Good
Short
Far Too Short


Editing/proofreading
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


In-text Citations
Good
Some Errors
Major Errors


Content/Argument
Good
Some Errors 
Major Errors


General Comments:

Sources 


Included in Packet
Good
Missing Items
Not at all


Highlighting/annotation/underlining that shows how you considered and used your sources—



Good
Some
Not at all

Good=20 points; Some Errors, Missing Items, and Short=15 points; Major Errors and 

Far Too Short=10 points


