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	1

	1.     Recognize literary techniques and elements, including but not limited to tone, imagery, symbolism, point of view, and theme, in order to facilitate the analysis of both fiction and nonfiction.


	Students produce essays in which they analyze the use of literary techniques and elements in 

works of fiction and nonfiction; at least 70% of the students should be able to demonstrate competence in this area.
	 
	

	2
	2.      Distinguish logical argument which can be applied to writing and analysis of various readings.


	To assess SLO 2, the committee decided to measure the ability of the students to use only one of the basic building blocks of logic: the ability to distinguish and use induction and deduction. All arguments use one of these (and most use a combination of both). 

We used two essays, one an excerpt from a Sherlock Holmes novel by Arthur Conan Doyle, Study in Scarlet, and one an excerpt from the nonfiction book, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, by Robert Pirsig. In the Study in Scarlet excerpt, Holmes uses a combination of induction and deduction to determine the background of a character, and in the Zen excerpt, Pirsig explains the scientific method by way of diagnosing the malfunction of a motorcycle and repairing it. One of us used the excerpts as background to discuss the ideas or induction and deduction and then gave a separate quiz; others discussed the Pirsig essay and then used Study in Scarlet as the basis of a quiz. 

“Success” is considered a 75% or higher accuracy on the quiz.

	In Spring 2009, 77 students were tested

43 received 100%

25 received 75%

3 received 50%

4 received 25%

2 received 0%

Thus, a total of 68 out of 77 students (i.e., 88.3%) did passing work. 
See detailed report and sample essay in English102AssessmentSLO2 Report in the division office.
	The ability to recognize induction and deduction is just a part of one of the English 102 SLOs, but it is vital to effective critical thinking, argument and analysis. Our classes are clearly addressing this area, and if we continue to introduce and repeat the information and answer student questions as needed, we should enjoy continued success. Some students did not perform adequately however (9 students, or 11.6%); those students could benefit from individual attention and follow-up help with applying these skills to their writing.



	1
	3.      Develop and demonstrate critical thinking skills through the analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of both nonfiction and fiction.

	Students produce essays employing critical thinking through analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of fiction and nonfiction; at least 70% of the students should be able to demonstrate competence in this area.
	
	

	1
	4.      Further develop writing skills by writing expository prose, including such modes as argument, analysis, comparison/contrast.
	Students produce essays demonstrating proficiency in writing skills; at least 70% of the students should be able to demonstrate competence in this area. 
	
	

	2
	5.      Produce a standard MLA-format research paper that utilizes and evaluates ideas and information found in a variety of primary and secondary sources, including popular, scholarly, and professional.

	To assess SLO 5, the committee decided to evaluate the performance of the students on specific areas of the research paper. We used the following checklist to assess whether students had met the minimum requirements for their papers. 

We created a form which would measure each of the elements of the research paper. This form was slightly modified by various instructors to fit their specific needs, but all of the versions reflect the basic requirements which we all agree the essay needs to meet: 

--A clear thesis

--Fully developed arguments with clear reasoning and sufficient evidence

--Grammatically correct and error-free use of language

--Use of secondary sources that are appropriate and academically credible

--Correct use of documentation. 

We chose 21 essays randomly to serve as samples, and scored them according to the above checklist.


	--Most students (16 of 21 in this sample group) can write a clear thesis by this point.

--Most students (18 of 21 in this sample group) can develop their essays adequately, although most students who received grades lower than A needed more development.

--Most students (19 of 21 in this sample group) can write grammatically correct and error-free language. That is, they may have a few errors but on the whole their writing is clear and readable. Obviously, students’ grades reflect that skill: those with As had far fewer errors than those with Cs.

--Most students (14 of 21 in this sample group) can use secondary sources appropriately. Those who scored lower on this assignment often lost points because their sources were inappropriate or they were used peripherally—i.e., they were mentioned but not incorporated into the essay and used to explain or support main ideas. 

--Most students (18 of 21 in this sample group) can document adequately. Most papers contained some documentation errors, but they were minor (i.e., errors in punctuation or spacing, etc.) but some students (3 of 21) had more significant errors (i.e., they were not following MLA formatting conventions). 

21 papers were scored

8 received 180 or more (A)

7 received 160-179 (B)

4 received 140-159 (C)

2 received 120-139 (D)

0 received 0-119 (F)


	Most students are able to write competent research papers by the end of this class. Almost all students are able to write a clear thesis, develop an essay adequately, and write clear and readable language. Most students can use research and document their essays adequately. Students are in general less secure in their research skills than in other areas, although most are competent. Most document competently, as well, although technical documentation skills are still difficult for most students. Research and documentation are complex skills, and it takes practice to become really comfortable with them, but most students, by the end of English 102, have the skills and the foundation they need to perform competently in this area. 

Our classes are clearly addressing this area, and if we continue to introduce and repeat the information and answer student questions as needed, we should enjoy continued success. Some students did not perform adequately however (2 students in this sample, or 9.5%); those students could benefit from individual attention and follow-up help with applying these skills to their writing.




