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	1. Apply critical reading/thinking/writing skills analyzing and writing, both in and out-of-class essays, about various freshman composition level readings including essays and the novel.
	Students produce essays employing critical thinking and demonstrating understanding of the writings on which the assignments are based.

Criteria:  70% of the students should be able to demonstrate competence in this area
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	2. Demonstrate the ability to follow academic conventions by formatting expository essays, including page-layout, parenthetical citations and Works Cited entries, in the current standard MLA format.
	Means:  Student research papers which follow MLA page layout format, make use of parenthetically-documented in-text citations, have complete Works Cited pages.  

Criteria:  70% of students will show satisfactory performance according to a Department scoring rubric.
	86% of papers assessed score 70% or above.  Nearly all of those actually scored 80% or above.

Note:  these number are substantially higher than initial quiz results where only 53% of students scored 70% or above.

See ENG 101F09SLO2.doc on the campus Assessment drive for more information.
	Data reinforces current methods of presenting this material; it also suggests that even further reinforcement (through readings, quizzes, comments on drafts) will insure continued success.
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	3. Write freshman-level essays that follow the various stages of essay writing,  including pre-writing, thesis development, illustration and support of the thesis using concrete, specific evidence/examples, editing, proofreading and which are free of most errors in syntax, grammar, punctuation, diction, and spelling


	Means:  Out-of-class essay(s) which demonstrate various stages of the writing process and which are carefully edited and proofread.

Criteria:  70% of students will show satisfactory performance according to  an analytic Department scoring rubric. 
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	4. Demonstrate understanding of effective college-level argumentation by producing logically-supported arguments and by recognizing and avoiding common logical fallacies.
	Means:  Common in-class writing activity that requires analysis of a text.  

Criteria:  70% of students will show satisfactory performance according to  an analytic Department scoring rubric.
	Students fared better in recognition (with over 70% clearly passing).  Exercises measuring application of the material had 72% showing some proficiency but only 44% performing at a high level.  

Note: an initial quiz based solely on students reading (but not discussing) the material showed only about 50% understood the material.
	Although basic goals were met, the numbers could be brought up through more emphasis on use of supporting evidence and concrete examples (particularly objective secondary source material).

The biggest problem noted by students anecdotally was that they do not read the material.  More quizzes, journal exercises, etc. which hold them accountable for reading could help.
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	5. Produce a research paper which utilizes the various elements of research production, such as designing a research plan, compiling research notes, producing an outline, developing a draft, producing a finished paper that utilizes at least five sources and has a complete MLA-format Works Cited page.
	Means:  Out-of-class research paper that requires students to use at least five outside sources and to include working bibliography, notes, a formal sentence outline, and documentation to support in-text citations..

Criteria:  70% of students will show satisfactory performance according to an analytic Department scoring rubric. 
	77% of the papers measured against the Research Project Rubric demonstrated clear proficiency (70% and above); 20% showed borderline proficiency, and only 3% clearly failed to show any proficiency.
	The fact that the majority of the papers fell into the 70-89% range attests to the effectiveness of the  time and attention being given to teach elements that go into a successful research paper.  

Spending a good deal of time on the research paper is important (since research techniques and research reporting are integral across the curriculum); this may result in other areas getting less time than needed, so the larger English 101 picture needs to be examined and a balance struck.


