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	1
	1. Demonstrate the ability to pronounce and spell words through phonetic analysis.


	Means: Students will be given an exam in which they will be given phonetic spellings of words and asked to write the correct spelling using their knowledge of phonetic rules.
Criteria: 75% of students will earn 70% or better.
	
	

	1
	2. Identify the meaning of a word through the use of context clues, structural analysis, and the dictionary.


	Means: Students will take an exam which will include questions on identifying meanings using context clues and questions on identifying meanings of unfamiliar words using dictionary passages.

Criteria: 75% of students will earn a score of 70% or better.
	
	

	1
	3. Demonstrate literal and inferential reading ability of written materials.
 
	Means: Students were be given a final exam on written material with questions reflecting comprehension at the literal and inferential levels.
On December 15, 2010, 26 students enrolled in Developmental Communications 035 were given a final exam which measured SLO #3.  The assessment consisted of a non-fiction article called “Why We Shop,” and 22 comprehension questions.  The assessment contained five literal level comprehension questions and 12 inferential level questions.  With literal level questions, readers are asked to identify facts that are explicitly stated in the text.  At the inferential level, readers make meaning from the text including meanings of unfamiliar words using context, drawing conclusions, and inferring.  The questions for each reading ability are listed below.

Criteria: 75% of students will earn a 70% or better.
	Sample Size: 26
Number of students with scores > 70% = 12

Percentage of scores> 70% = 46%

Number of students with scores < 70% = 14

Percentage of scores < 70% = 54%
	In order to ensure student success in these skills, instruction can be revised in two ways.  First, the textbook will need to be exchanged for one with explicit instruction and a greater amount of practice exercises.  Second, the method of instruction will need to be observed to include more opportunities for structured reading inside and outside of the classroom.  The plan to assist students in spring 2011 will be to use the textbook Groundwork for College Reading Skills with Phonics and incorporate a reading intervention in which Dev Com 035 students will read leveled fiction and non-fiction literature in the classroom.  Specifically, students will read the chapters on vocabulary in context, main ideas, supporting details, and inferences; complete the review tests at the end of each chapter during class; and complete the six mastery tests as homework assignments for each chapter.  In addition, students will participate in an intervention by independently reading leveled fiction and non-fiction literature contained in the Groundwork text in the last 30 minutes of a class session during the majority of the semester.  Students will then be reassessed at the end of the spring 2011 semester with a final exam consisting of similar questions.

	1
	4. Identify the main idea and supporting details in a passage or paragraph.

	Means: Students will be given an exam with reading passages that will ask them to highlight, underline, or write the main idea and list the major supporting details.
On October 18, 2010, 31 students enrolled in Dev Com 035 were given an exam which measured SLO #4.  The question measuring SLO #4 consisted of a passage taken from an article in the course textbook, Endeavor 7.  The question asked students to write the main idea and major supporting details from the passage onto a map.  The question and passage are listed below.

Criteria: 75% of students will earn a score of 70% or better.
	Sample Size: 31

Number of Students with scores > 70% = 23

Percentage of scores > 70% = 74%

Number of students with score < 70% = 8

Percentage of scores < 70% = 26%
	Upon evaluation of these results, students need further practice to improve the skill of identifying the main idea and supporting details.  This could have been the result of the textbook used for the fall 2010 semester: Endeavor 7.  The text had a unit dedicated to main ideas and supporting details; however, it did not provide main idea identification strategies or an abundance of practice exercises.  It was only presented in the context of the unit’s article.  

The plan to assist students in the spring 2011 semester will be to adopt the textbook Groundwork for College Reading with Phonics by Broderick and Langan.  This reading skills textbook contains chapters that explicitly teach the necessary reading skills of context clues, main ideas, supporting details, inferences, and patterns of organization.  Students will be assigned to read the chapters on main ideas and supporting details and complete two review tests at the end of the chapter in class.  For further review, students will complete the six mastery tests at the end of these chapters as a homework assignment.  Students will then be reassessed in these skills with an in-class test.  The criteria for success will remain the same.
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SLO #3: Students will demonstrate literal and inferential reading ability of written materials.


Assessment: On December 15, 2010, 26 students enrolled in Developmental Communications 035 were given a final exam which measured SLO #3.  The assessment consisted of a non-fiction article called “Why We Shop,” and 22 comprehension questions.  The assessment contained five literal level comprehension questions and 12 inferential level questions.  With literal level questions, readers are asked to identify facts that are explicitly stated in the text.  At the inferential level, readers make meaning from the text including meanings of unfamiliar words using context, drawing conclusions, and inferring.  The questions for each reading ability are listed below.

Literal Level Questions:

1. The author states that to make more money, manufacturers

a. keep raising prices.

b. make toasters that cannot be fixed.

c. recycle old clothing into new products.

d. sell items mean to be used only once and then thrown away.

2.  According to the author, what do we do when the thrill of a new purchase wears off?

a. We recycle the item.

b. We buy something else.

c. We try to solve our personal problems.

d. We realize that we are addicted to shopping.

3. Encouraging the “newer is better” attitude helps

a. the manufacturer make money.

b.  people in poor countries have jobs to make new products.

c. buyers not waste time with cleaning and repairing.

4. What is the hidden message the media sends to buyers?

a. Buying certain products will make you attractive.

b. You deserve the very best.

c. Having these products will help you live better and be normal.
5. What are the four reasons Americans have become consumer junkies? (Short-Answer)

Inferential Questions:

1. In the sentence below, the word discarded means

a. used over again

b. thrown away

c. repaired

d. recycled

e. “They’ve even invented items that are mean to be used once and discarded …disposable razors, cameras, and contact lenses.” (Paragraph 8)

2. In the sentences below, the word transform means

a. sell

b. talk

c. change

d. confuse

e. “[Ads] tell us that buying a certain product will make us more attractive.  That same basic message is in every ad for toothpaste, makeup, and cologne.  A single item, the ads promise, can transform us into someone more desirable.” (Paragraph 10) 

3. In the sentences below, the word enormous means

a. Large in importance

b. huge

c. sad

d. little

e. “The Coopers’ four-year-old car, for instance, seems fine until the Ballards next door buy a brand-new model.  Suddenly every paint chip and dent on the older model seems enormous.” (Paragraph 5)

4. In paragraph 6 the word urge means

a. persuasion

b. desire

c. push

d. a strong impulse

5. In the following sentences, the word make do means

a.  To pay

b. To deal with

c. To serve

d. To prepare

e. “In other countries, poorer people make do with what they have.  A sewing machine or bicycle will be lovingly repaired.  Children play with toys made of ‘junk’ that Americans would have put in the wastebasket.” (Paragraph 7)

6. In the following sentences, the word fix-it shops means

a. Auto repair shop

b. Department store

c. Appliance repair shop

d. Repair shop
e. “Also, fix-it shops are getting rare.  Why should we repair the old when we can buy the new? (Paragraph 8)

7. In the following sentences, the word sparkling means

a. shining

b. brilliant

c. well-lighted
d. “Unless a television show or movie is about poor people, the setting is almost always sparkling new.  Houses are large and expensive and crammed with expensive furniture and appliances.” (Paragraph 11)
8. Which sentence best expresses the central point of the selection?

a. The media encourage the public to want new things.

b. Americans are addicted to shopping for several reasons.

c. Shopping can be exhausting but rewarding.

d. The common addiction to shopping helps manufacturers.

9. Which sentence best expresses the main idea of paragraphs 4 through 6?

a. The competitive urge is one reason for Americans’ shopping addiction.

b. To avoid feeling like losers, the Ballards like to stay ahead of their neighbors.

c. The Coopers decided their four-year-old car was a clunker.

d. If the Ballards get a swimming pool, the Coopers will want one too.
10. Which sentence best expresses the main idea of paragraphs 10 through 11?

a. Ads for many products suggest that the products will make us more attractive.

b. The media play a major role in encouraging us to shop.

c. Ads frequently suggest that “newer” means “better.”

d. TV shows and movies generally show fancy, expensive homes.

11. The author suggests that one reason Americans are addicted to shopping is to
a. raise their self-esteem.

b. get richer.

c. support products that they can reuse or recycle.

d. buy things they really need.

12. The author suggests that

a. our shopping habit does not lead to happiness.

b. shopping is essentially a harmless habit.

c. young people shop less than older people.

d. people in other countries hop more than Americans do.

Criteria for Success: 75% of students will earn a score of 70% or better.

Summary of Data Collected:

	Sample Size
	Number & Percentage of Scores > 70%
	Number & Percentage of Scores < 70%

	26
	12 = 46%
	14 = 54%


Use of Results:


In order to ensure student success in these skills, instruction can be revised in two ways.  First, the textbook will need to be exchanged for one with explicit instruction and a greater amount of practice exercises.  Second, the method of instruction will need to be observed to include more opportunities for structured reading inside and outside of the classroom.  The plan to assist students in spring 2011 will be to use the textbook Groundwork for College Reading Skills with Phonics and incorporate a reading intervention in which Dev Com 035 students will read leveled fiction and non-fiction literature in the classroom.  Specifically, students will read the chapters on vocabulary in context, main ideas, supporting details, and inferences; complete the review tests at the end of each chapter during class; and complete the six mastery tests as homework assignments for each chapter.  In addition, students will participate in an intervention by independently reading leveled fiction and non-fiction literature contained in the Groundwork text in the last 30 minutes of a class session during the majority of the semester.  Students will then be reassessed at the end of the spring 2011 semester with a final exam consisting of similar questions.
SLO #4: Students will identify the main idea and supporting details in a passage or paragraph.

Assessment: On October 18, 2010, 31 students enrolled in Dev Com 035 were given an exam which measured SLO #4.  The question measuring SLO #4 consisted of a passage taken from an article in the course textbook, Endeavor 7.  The question asked students to write the main idea and major supporting details from the passage onto a map.  The question and passage are listed below.

Complete the map of the paragraph below by writing in the main idea and major supporting details.


Because of the growing scope of the FBI’s work, the agency needs to hire a wider variety of people than it once did.  For years, only men were FBI agents.  That rule has changed.  Now the FBI hires women as well.  Once, people who applied for jobs had to have college degrees in law or accounting.  Now, the FBI is also looking for people who speak other languages and who are skilled computer technicians.

Criteria for Success: 75% of students will earn a score of 70% or better.

Summary of Data Collected:

	Sample Size
	Number & Percentage of Scores > 70%
	Number & Percentage of Scores < 70%

	31
	23 = 74% 
	8 = 26%



Out of the 26% that did not meet the criteria, four of the students identified the main idea as a supporting detail and two used a paragraph from a previous question on the exam.

Use of Results:


Upon evaluation of these results, students need further practice to improve the skill of identifying the main idea and supporting details.  This could have been the result of the textbook used for the fall 2010 semester: Endeavor 7.  The text had a unit dedicated to main ideas and supporting details; however, it did not provide main idea identification strategies or an abundance of practice exercises.  It was only presented in the context of the unit’s article.  

The plan to assist students in the spring 2011 semester will be to adopt the textbook Groundwork for College Reading with Phonics by Broderick and Langan.  This reading skills textbook contains chapters that explicitly teach the necessary reading skills of context clues, main ideas, supporting details, inferences, and patterns of organization.  Students will be assigned to read the chapters on main ideas and supporting details and complete two review tests at the end of the chapter in class.  For further review, students will complete the six mastery tests at the end of these chapters as a homework assignment.  Students will then be reassessed in these skills with an in-class test.  The criteria for success will remain the same.

Main Idea: 
































