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Shared Perspectives

September 22, 2005

By Dr. Linda M. Spink

As the semester moves along I thought this would be a good time to provide an update on the construction projects on campus.  

The loop road construction continues to move along smoothly.  It has been frustrating not having the south end of campus open when we’ve had to evacuate the campus twice in the past few weeks.  However that project will hopefully be completed in the next month.  The sheriff’s will continue to monitor the traffic and assist with traffic control as needed until the road is opened.

The athletic fields continue to progress.  I know as the wildlife has been disrupted from their normal habitat in that area due to construction, it has been a bit disconcerting;  I know the mice have left the administration offices…presumably having found nicer homes outside somewhere.  I’ve not heard more tales of raccoons joining classes or more skunks perfuming classrooms since the first week…so hopefully that has also settled down. It’s hard to believe that an inner city college in the largest urban district in the country is dealing with skunks, raccoons and alligators, but it is what it is.

The site utilities project has been awarded and construction will be beginning in short order. You will start seeing emails updating you on where the trenches will be dug. We will carefully monitor signage and provide information on what locations will be trenched. I suspect this will end up being the most disruptive of all of the projects as we will be dealing with wide, deep trenches for the new sewer lines, data cables and electrical lines.  All I can promise is that alerts will come out regularly from facilities or PinnacleOne as we are progressing on this project.

The most frustrating of all of the projects has been the renovations of the 4 buildings currently underway…. Nursing, fine arts, drama/speech and music.  We have faced delays as we have dealt with legal issues surrounding the awarding of the contract.  We are taking steps to correct these construction issues and delays. We continue to deal with the District and DMJM along with PinnacleOne as we address these issues with the contractor.  While I know many would like to see this project move along in a more timely fashion, (myself included) we have certain requirements we must meet along the way to protect the college in the long run.  I know sentiments have been running high as faculty/staff deal with the frustration of rooms not being completed as we had hoped…whether that is timeliness or scale of work. One of the wonderful things about this college is the passion and heartfelt sentiments the faculty and staff feel about this college and our students. And so when these same folks face the frustration of delays along with concerns about the way the work is being completed emotions can run high.
The most I can ask of everyone is patience.  We are just at the beginning of several years of disruption and frustration…along with excitement and many new beginnings.  But we will have bumps along the road regularly.  I want to assure the campus community that your administration and college management team take all of these concerns seriously and are carefully working with the District, DMJM and the contractors to have a successful completion of the projects.

