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As the hectic times of the holidays come near, I hope that everyone will be able to take time with family and friends and enjoy the spirit of the season.  We are more fortunate than most, this campus has a spirit and a warmth and friendliness that is lacking at many colleges.  Please take that sense of caring home with you as you celebrate this season.

The New Year gives us the opportunity to reflect on our past as well as delight in the future.  This next year will be an exciting time for us as we continue our plans for a new campus.  The plans approved by the CPC last week are exciting ones.  I believe the changes we’ve agreed to are much better and will give us a campus that we all can love and appreciate.    In a few years this campus will look so different…we truly have been given an opportunity of a lifetime in building a new campus.  The team we have put together of architects and engineers is a great one; they have worked well with our building user groups.  What has been exciting for me to watch has been the cooperative manner in which we all come together after expressing our interests and needs.  I hope folks all appreciate the cooperative nature in which we have been developing this campus.  We do have a wonderful culture of working together, which is one more thing to be thankful for in this holiday season.

There are some exciting events planned for continued working on the bond measure in January so I hope the faculty will watch for updates and still come to campus to participate as appropriate to your user group. And of course there are the planned flex activities in mid January.  I’m not sure how this happened but I’ve even been talked into doing a flex program on ‘writing your syllabus’.  I get to dust off materials in my closet to prepare for this program.  Curriculum development was always my true love when in the academic arena.  I first developed this workshop when I was the academic VP at my college, to enable the faculty to have a syllabus and grading policy that would be thorough enough that I could defend the faculty in student grade appeals.  I know the staff development committee has worked hard putting together the program for January so I hope to see many of you there.

The downtime during the intersession, while seeming a bit empty not running classes, will be a good time for staff to regroup and catch up and get our desks cleaned.  But the campus will seem odd without students for so many weeks.  I’ll be glad to see a change in the budget situation so we can resume what we do best, offering classes which serve our students.

I sincerely hope that everyone has a wonderful holiday season; I look forward to seeing you all in 2004.

