Status Report for District Grant Allocation Committee  

      January 8, 2004

Discipline: Electronics (EL)/Computer Technology (CT)/Engineering Technology (ET) Electronics must be combined with Computer Technology and Engineering Tech in order to properly reflect a more accurate evaluation of the program. Most of the courses taught in electronics have an equal, same as” equivalent course in computer tech and in some cases, also in engineering tech.

1. Define the discipline in terms of relevance and student need. 

The field of electronics continues to expand in all areas. Repair, maintenance, programming, and a thorough knowledge of Electronics continues to provide a

lucrative living for those students earning Associate’s Degrees and Certificates at Los Angeles Harbor College. In addition, students with other fields of interest find learning more about electronics advantageous as our lives become increasingly filled with electronics.

2. Identify the courses taught in this discipline.

Electronic courses = 20, Computer Tech 22, Engr Tech 7, and CSIT = 2

3. Identify factors that influence enrollment; such as, scheduling, combined sections, and unique circumstances.

a.) Electronics has combined sections with all the computer technology courses and for some courses in the engineering technology program. Example: DC Circuit Analysis is listed as EL-4 (electronics), and CT-52 (computer tech). These two classes are always combined together. The pre-req or co-req for this class is the tech math, which is offered in a combined section as EL-i 6, CT-61 and ET-50.

b.) In the Outreach program, we have two courses in the Fall and three in the Spring at Banning HS. These classes are taught by our adjunct faculty and average 26-28 students per class, depending on semester.

4. List strengths and weaknesses in relation to student needs.

The strength of the program lies in experienced and up-to-date faculty. Weaknesses include a lack of financial support for up-to-date equipment and no clerical assistance to help increase contacts with community supporters. With only one FTE in the program, recruiting and clerical issues are difficult to address due to teaching loads and class schedules. Despite these handicaps, the program remains well-supported by the community through individual faculty efforts.

Within the past two years, three new skills certificates have been approved, eight new courses and three existing courses revised to create opportunities for students to train for Certifications in Computer Repair (A+), Network +, Server +, Linux + and Fiber Optics.

Note: Three of these courses were lust approved this Fall 03 semester and have not been offered yet. Normally, any time we change or modify our curriculum, it takes a couple of semesters to get maximum involvement with our students.

In addition, during this time frame, we have had over $300,000 of equipment and supplies donated to the EL/CT program. We currently have an ongoing partnership with the U.S. Guard at Terminal Island for donations and advisory committee support. The students in the program have been very involved with the Title V, Learning Services Network at LAHC for the past two semesters and will continue to be involved.

5. Review enrollment data in the LAHC Planning Resource Guide and verify the accuracy of the data and explain any unique circumstances of the discipline offering.

The accuracy is extremely poor and inadequate since combined courses and accurate full-time equivalent faculty have not been included in the data book.

EL, CT and in some cases, El courses must be combined in order to properly reflect WSCH.

6. State conclusions and significant findings.

Since the data is erroneous, a more complete report is required in order to make significant and reliable conclusions. Based on the students response to our courses, we are addressing the needs in terms of the current lob market and direction that industry is taking today.

7. State a plan of action that would strengthen this discipline if indicated. 

A division placement that is more in line with the needs and strengths of the discipline would allow greater on-campus networking and a more active program. This discipline needs to remain in a combined class situation as it has for many years in order to remain a cost-effective system that meets the needs of the students and hiring community. Students tend to enroll in EL or CT classes based upon their knowledge or expectations of what they think industry wants. By retaining these disciplines, we are able to respond to all the students and get them into the program.

