Climate and Biome (Vegetation) Relationships
1. Read the textbook pages on Climates that show photos and maps of each major type. 

2. Keep in mind the bands of latitudes, low or high air pressure, and position/location on continents (S.W., S.E., N.W.). Note that an “ecotone” is an overlap between two ecosystems, and this happens globally, too.  The capital letters are the standard letters for climate classification in the western world.
Climate




Biome / Major Vegetation Type
‘A’  Tropical Wet (Humid)

Tropical rainforest (wet)

Tropical rainforest


Tropical Savanna  (wet and

Tropical savanna (grasslands with scattered trees)


   dry seasons)

‘B’  Dry


Desert
(<10” rain/year)

Desert


Steppe/semi-arid


Steppe (short, dry grass), also some “Scrub”

‘C’ Mild Midlatitude (temperate)

Mediterranean
(S.W.)


Mediterranean (in So. Calif., our main 4 types are






   coastal sage scrub, chaparral shrubland, oak 







   woodland, riparian woodland)


Humid Subtropical (S.E.)

Mixed Midlatitude forest and Grasslands – all 3


Marine West Coast/Moist coastal
of these climates have mixed deciduous and evergreen/
‘D’ Severe Midlatitude (cold)


coniferous forests and grassland areas


Humid Continental (N.E.)

   


Subarctic



Coniferous forest (cone-bearing), also called needleleaf 






evergreen, boreal (‘northern’) forest, taiga, “North woods”
‘E’ Polar


Tundra




Tundra


Ice cap




No vegetation

‘H’ Highland (high mountains)

Altitude zones of vegetation 
