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Los Angeles Harbor College
Communications Division

Program Review 2005-2006

Division Chairperson:  Carmen Carrillo

General Description of the Academic Division


The Communications Division is made up the following disciplines:  Developmental Communications, English, English as a Second Language, Foreign Languages (French, Japanese, and Spanish), Journalism, and Speech Communications.

Mission Statement


The Communications Division at Los Angeles Harbor College is dedicated to serving the needs of both remedial and transfer student.  In order to do so, the Division offers developmental and transfer level courses that fulfill certificate, graduation, and transfer requirements.  Students in department courses develop intellectual and cultural awareness, engage in critical and independent thought, and become productive members of the communities served.

Documentation

Unit Plan


The Division reviews its unit plan annually.  Each objective noted is a priority to meet student’s needs as well as to develop and strengthen the Division’s goals and objectives as set forth by its Student Learning Objectives.

Course Outline


All courses being offered for spring 2006 has an updated course outline which include the new Accreditation Standard mandate of Student Learning Outcomes.  These course outlines are now found on the college website.

Sample Syllabi

Because of the new Accreditation Standard, all Division syllabi must include Student Learning Outcomes.  Spanish I, English 101, and Speech 101 illustrate the changes made in the Division.

Course Descriptions


Fall and spring course offerings are noted in the 2004-2006 College Catalog.  Some courses in English may change in description in the schedule of classes, as emphasis of the literature selected varies.  

Data Evaluation

	Communications Division
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	3,831
	3,563
	3,839
	4,278
	3,882
	4,040

	WSCH
	11,455
	10,712
	13,321
	14,057
	13,192
	13,377

	FTEF
	26.8
	              29.5  
	31.1
	31.9
	30.2
	30.4

	WSCH/FTEF
	428
	364
	428
	441
	437
	440

	Class Size
	33.2
	28.3
	32.9
	34.0
	33.7
	33.9

	Retention
	77.6
	77.1
	77.9
	80.4
	82.0
	83.4

	Successful Completion
	63.2
	63.1
	64.4
	64.2
	64.8
	66.5

	Sections offered 
	111
	127
	129
	130
	132
	135


Target Areas of Concern

The Communications Division strives to increase its student retention in remedial courses so that students can sequence in a timely manner for graduation and transfer.  Along these lines, classroom assessment indicates that students need more instruction in grammar, writing, and research skills in all disciplines.  Therefore, it is essential that placement cut scores be re-evaluated.  Moreover, it is imperative that the Division’s revitalization comes from hiring replacement instructors in all disciplines so that the Division can effectively maintain its integrity and continuity with consistent standards.  Finally, a Communications Center would provide the supplemental resources of reading, writing, and computer access for all students.

Proposed Recommendations and Implementations


The Communications Division understands well that full time instruction brings full time commitment and dedication to serving students.  The College needs to recognize that while the Division offers 140 courses each semester, approximately 75% of the courses are taught by hourly faculty.  In fact, the Foreign Language department is sustained solely by hourly faculty while 2/3 of English courses are staffed by adjunct faculty.  The strength of the Division and College is dependent upon, then, by instructors who have vested interest in the welfare and well-being of the college. 


Re-evaluating and validating assessment tools will help students placed in appropriate skill level courses.  Developing an assessment tool for language courses is also being considered.  Speech is still researching the need for prerequisites.  Also, increasing online offerings can attract the non-traditional student.
Report Summary


The courses offered within the Communications Division lays much of the foundation for other courses across the curriculum.  As a result, the Division continues to review data to determine what is needed by students to learn and thus develop courses and programs to meet their needs. Certainly, the lack of faculty, updated resources, and staff hamper the implementation of the above recommendations.  Regardless, the Communications Division upholds well the motto “students come first”.  The dedicated faculty and staff within the Division commit themselves to fulfilling its mission, its goals, and its objective.  
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Discipline:  English

Mission Statement:  


The mission of the English Department is to serve the needs of the both remedial and transfer students.  In order to do so, the Department offers developmental and transfer level composition courses, along with literature courses that fulfill certificate, graduation, and transfer requirements.  Students in department courses develop intellectual and cultural awareness, engage in critical and independent thought, and become productive members of the communities served.

Student Learning Outcomes


Based on the mission of the English Department, the student learning outcomes apply to both remedial and transfer students.  The SLOs will vary depending upon the level of the course.


Upon completion of the course in English, the student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate use of appropriate word choice, syntax, and sentence correctness in his/her writing, including correct spelling and punctuation;

2. Distinguish between main idea and supporting details in written materials.

3. Apply rules of grammar, punctuation, paragraph structure in written work;

4. Create an essay which includes an introduction with a thesis statement, several body paragraphs, and a conclusion;

5. Demonstrate the ability to read a short literary work and analyze the literary elements pertinent to understanding such a work;

6. Demonstrate knowledge of how to use at least one data base in the college library;

7. Demonstrate the writing process including prewriting, outlining, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading.

8. Demonstrate critical thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation) necessary for effective expository writing.

1.  Define the discipline in terms of relevance and student need.


English composition, grammar, and literature courses enhance reading, writing, and critical thinking skills that students will need in their future studies as well as in the working world.

2.  Identify the course taught in this discipline.

English 21 and 73:  English Fundamentals\

English 28 and 31:  Intermediate Reading and Composition

English 101:  College Reading and Composition I

English 102:  College Reading and Composition II

English 137:  Library Research and Bibliography

English 30:  Reading for Pleasure

English 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 211, 212, 214, 215, 218, 239, 240, 251:    

             Upper division literature courses

	English Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	2187
	1996
	2001
	2391
	2359
	2335

	WSCH
	6062
	5819
	6710
	7067
	6891
	6892

	FTEF
	14
	16.1
	15.8
	16.3
	15
	16.1

	WSCH/FTEF
	432
	362
	426
	434
	459
	429

	Class Size
	36
	30.1
	35.5
	36.1
	38.3
	35.7

	Retention
	74.3
	74.2
	77
	79.4
	81.1
	81.8

	Successful Completion
	73.9
	59.6
	63.1
	60.4
	63
	61.2


3.  Identify factors that influence enrollment such as scheduling combined sections and unique circumstances.


Since the economic cutbacks, sections are stacked and enrollment in each English class is 35 plus 10 on a wait list.  This is prohibitive and labor intensive in the writing courses.

4.  List strengths and weaknesses in relation to student needs.

Strengths:  Our course offerings start the student on a road to effective writing and thinking.  The faculty attempts to accommodate the special needs and limitations of our students who have learning disabilities and who are under prepared in basic skills.  Faculty also has a good knowledge of entry and exit skills.  Even though the faculty is small, the department has a very diverse online offering.  Writing and composition as well as literature courses are offered online.  The Department has also become creative in meeting the needs of transfer students such as stacking literature classes and online classes.  Most important, the faculty continues to be committed to a student centered learning process.

Weakness:  Full time faculty have retired and not been replaced.  Rather, classes have been staffed by hourly instructors.  The lack of full time faculty replacement positions impacts the department’s ability to function at a consistent level.  With a small and overworked staff and limited course offerings, it is hard for the Department to meet the challenges of the future.  The Department needs to restructure the developmental and basic skills English courses to meet the needs of today’s students.  The Department also lacks institutional support in the form of learning assistance center programs such as tutors, readers, and supplemental instructors.  Last, but certainly not least, the Department needs to update and correct the cut scores used for placement of entering students.

5.  State conclusions and significant findings.


It is clear that the English Department needs to increase faculty as well as course offerings.  English 21 should be developed into 21A and 21B while English 101 and English 137 should be offered as a learning community.  

6.  State a plan of action that would strengthen this discipline if indicated.


The first course of action should be to hire at least 5 full time English faculty in order to maintain our integrity and consistency of standards.

English 101

Syllabus

Spring 2006

Time: 9:35.am.-11:00am
Mondays and Wednesdays

Section 0222
Place: GC204

Instructor: Prof. Watkins
Office: T123-K

Phone No.:310-233-4241, email: watkinp@lahc.edu

Office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:15pm-4:15pm
Required:
Current Issues and Enduring Questions by Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau (7th Edition)


The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking Concepts & Tools by Dr. Richard Paul and Dr. Linda Elder


Fahrendheit 451 by Ray Bradbury


A Writer’s Reference by Diana Hacker (5th Edition)

Suggested:
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (Paperback Copy)


Roget's International Thesaurus (Paperback Copy)

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Students will learn to write clear, organized essays and to think and read critically.  The class will discuss development, structure, and content so that the student will become familiar with argument strategies.  This class will not dwell on grammar, and students will learn to write effective, analytical essays. 

Required Projects:




Points

2)
6 Essays (typed, double-spaced)

600

3)
Research Paper (8 pages) typed, double-spaced
200 


Students cannot pass this course if they do not complete the research


paper.

4)
Mid-term Exam

100 

5)
Final Exam

100 

Total Points

1000

Grades:

100-92=A, 90-91=A-, 89-88=B+, 87-82=B, 81-80=B-, 79-78=C+, 77-72=C, 71-70=C-, 69-60=D, and 59-below=F

Rules:

1) It is important for each student to be punctual.

2) Papers are due at the beginning of class.

3) Late papers will not be accepted. (See page 2)

4) No cell phones or pagers in class. (If you do have these items, please turn them off while in class.)

5) Department policies are attached.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT POLICIES

PLAGIARISM


Plagiarism is a form of cheating. Any student who uses the published or unpublished writing, ideas, and/or words of another person without crediting the original author will receive a FAIL on the assignment. Further disciplinary actions may be taken. If a student copies from another student’s paper, this is also plagiarism. Please be clear, if you plagiarize, you will not be given a chance to correct the paper.

LATE WORK


All assignments are due according to dates noted on the syllabus or indicated by the instructor. Late work will not be accepted unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.

ATTENDANCE/TARDINESS


Attendance in classes and labs is mandatory. This is the college policy. If a student is absent for more than the hours that a class meets per week, or if there is irregular attendance or a pattern of absences, the instructor has sufficient cause to drop a student from the class. Students who enter the class after the official starting time will be marked absent for that particular day.

GRADING POLICIES


Individual instructors are responsible for establishing grading criteria for each class. The Division posts its Grading Standards outside the division office. Each student should familiarize him/herself with the standards and the Minimum Skills and Expectations.
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Assignments:  Subject to Change

Week 1

February 6

Attendance & Administration

Syllabus Review

Students must submit eligibility notice no later than Feb. 15

February 8

Attendance & Administration

Syllabus Review

In-class writing Assignment

Week 2

February 13

Critical Thinking Concepts & Tools, p. 9-10

Newspaper articles analyzed using critical thinking questions

from above-mentioned book.

February 15

Continue discussion on newspaper articles (if needed)

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapter 1 

Always read the essays included in the Chapters

Week 3

February 20

HOLIDAY-PRESIDENT’S DAY

February 22

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapters 1 and 2

Week 4

February 27

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapters 2 and 3

Essay due March 8 (1)

March 1

Discuss Chapter 3 and Start discussing Fahrenheit 451

Week 5

March 6

Essay due today

Continue to discuss Fahrenheit 451
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March 8

Essay due today

Finish discussing Fahrenheit 451
Start discussing Research paper, From Current Issues. p. 251-271 and A Writer’s Reference
Essay on Fahrenheit due March 15 (2)

Week 6

March 13

Continue Research Paper discussion, p. 271-310

Research topic due March 20

March 15

Essay due today (Bring essay to the library)

Library Orientation-Class will meet in the library

Week 7

March 20

Research Topic due today (Works Cited page due March 27)

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapter 5

March 22

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapter 6

Essay due March 29 (3)

Week 8

March 27

Works Cited due today (Thesis/Outline due April 5)
Discuss Thesis/Outline

March 29

Essay due today

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapters 8 and 9

Week 9

April 3

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapter 10

April 5

Thesis/Outline due today (Rough Draft due April 26)
From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapters 11 and 12

Essay due April 19 (4)
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SPRING BREAK—APRIL 10-APRIL 14

Weeks 10 and 11

April 17

From Current Issues, Be able to discuss Chapters 14 and 15

April 19, April 24, April 26 (if needed) DEBATE following chapters. You will be put into groups. From Current Issues, see below:

Chapter 17—“Cell Phones,” p. 541-544

Chapter 16—“Affirmative Action,” p. 525-540

Chapter 19—“Gay Marriage,” p. 550-556

Chapter 18—“Censorship,” p. 545-549

Chapter 20—“Gun Control,” p. 557-572

Essay due May 3 (5)

April 26

Rough Draft due today (Final Research paper due May 24)

Week 12

May 1

From Current Issues, be able to discuss

Chapter 24, p. 670-687

May 3

Essay due today

From Current Issues, Chapter 25, Be able to discuss this chapter in conjunction with Chapter 15 on “Abortion.”

Week 13

May 8

From Current Issues, Chapter 30, Be able to discuss the importance of “Free Will and “How free is an individual in Society.”

May 10

Continue discussing Chapter 30

Essay due May 17 (6)

Week 14

May 15

Continue discussing Chapter 30 (if needed)

Start Movie
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May 17

Essay due today

Finish Movie

Week 15

May 22

Oral presentation of research papers

May 24

Research paper due

Continue oral presentation of research papers

Week 16—Final Exam

Date: Monday, June 5, 2006

Time: 10:30am-12:30pm

Room: GC204

Bring Blue Exam Booklet
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Discipline:  Developmental Communications

Mission Statement:  


The mission of the Developmental Communications Department is to serve the needs of the basic skills student.  In order to do so, the Department offers developmental reading and composition courses.  Students in department courses develop necessary learning skills that will aid them in becoming productive members of the communities served.

Student Learning Outcomes


Based on the mission of the Developmental Communications Department, the student learning outcomes apply all students.  The SLOs will vary depending upon the type of course.  Upon completion of the course in Developmental Communications, the student will be able to:

1.  Determine the meaning of a word through the use of context clues, structural 

clues, and the dictionary.

2.  Comprehend on the literal, critical, and inferential levels of meaning.

3.  Read for the main idea and important details.

4.  Write sentences with minimum errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

5.  Organize thoughts and write a paragraph containing a main idea and supporting 

details.

1.  Define the discipline in terms of relevance and student need.

The Developmental Communications department serves the need for the under prepared student.  Students who are placed below the assessment mark for mainstream English have the opportunity to develop their reading, grammar, and comprehensive skills in order to be successful upon completion of extensive work in basic skills.  The Literacy Center is a resource for all students who need developmental reading skills.
2.  Identify the courses taught in this discipline.
Developmental Communications 20:  6 units

Developmental Communications 23: Study Skills

Developmental Communications 35:  Reading

Developmental Communications 37:  Literacy Center (1, 2 or 3 units classes offered.)

	Developmental Communications Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	433
	280
	276
	272
	207
	177

	WSCH
	1286
	1020
	801
	890
	785
	575

	FTEF
	2.8
	3.3
	3.1
	2.8
	3.0
	1.8

	WSCH/FTEF
	468
	314
	260
	314
	262
	328

	Class Size
	39
	26.2
	21.6
	26.2
	21.8
	27.4

	Retention
	82.4
	81.8
	76.4
	88.6
	82.6
	77.4

	Successful Completion
	53.1
	63.2
	63.8
	61.8
	61.8
	65.5


3.  Identify factors that influence enrollment such as scheduling combined sections and unique circumstances.

Developmental Communications courses are not validated through assessment, so many students who may need basic skills remediation are not targeted.  Because of the loss of one reading instructor, the program has limited its offerings at night.
4.  List strengths and weaknesses in relation to student needs.

Strengths:  The Developmental Communications department serves the needs of the basic skills student.  The reading and intensive grammar review helps those students who may not otherwise be successful in mainstream English courses.  In fact, many nursing students, learning disabled students, and 1.5 generation students benefit from taking Developmental Communications.  With the aid of a Title V grant, the Department replaced outdated reading and audio material.  To be sure, the Developmental Communications staff is strong and student centered.

Weakness:   Even though Developmental Communications is a basic skills program, its monies are directed to the general program of the college rather than to fund the needed software programs and computer upgrades needed in the Literacy Center.  Without the replacement of a reading instructor, the Department cannot serve well the college population, especially in the evenings, as course offerings are limited to day time hours.

The college has not validated the cut scores for Developmental Communications so that students are placed appropriately.

 5.  State conclusions and significant findings.


It is clear that Developmental Communications is an integral part of the college as it is instrumental in providing basic skills for those students who otherwise would not succeed.  The need to add another reading instructor and staff the Literacy Center is essential to addressing the needs of our students.

6.  State a plan of action that would strengthen this discipline if indicated.


The Department plans to offer evening Developmental Communications 20 as an outreach effort.  The Communications Division in the process of validating Developmental Communications for assessment so that students are appropriately placed in the proper skill level course.  The Division has set aside monies to aid in replacing 

computers and software.
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Discipline:  ESL

Mission Statement:  


The mission of the English as a Second Language Department is to serve the needs of the Limited English Proficiency student.  In order to do so, the Department offers two strands of courses, an ESL program and an English-ESL program.  Students in department courses develop writing and reading skills that allow them to mainstream fairly rapidly in the traditional, non sheltered courses. 

Student Learning Outcomes


Based on the mission of the English as a Second Department, the student learning outcomes apply to the limited English learner.  The SLOs will vary depending upon the level of the course.  Upon completion of the course in English as a Second Language, the student will be able to:

1.  Use appropriate grammar, spelling, and punctuation rules in editing own work;

2.  Identify main ideas and supporting details in written materials;

3.  Write logical, coherent sentences;

4.  Produce in class essay of 200 words with 70% accuracy

5.  Rewrite work incorporating peer and instructor advice

6.  Demonstrate mastery of sentence mechanics in his/her writing

7.  Use and ESL English-English dictionary with facility.

1.  Define the discipline in terms of relevance and student need.


English as a Second Language is a requirement for LEP students on the LAHC campus.  Although many students are LEP, only students who self-identify are required to 1) take the ESL placement test or 2) take ESL classes.  Those who do not take the ESL placement test who place below English 21 usually find themselves in Developmental Communications, a program for ENL students with developmental reading and writing problems.  All international students on campus are required to take the ESL placement test unless they 1) are transferring from another college and have completed the equivalents of English 28 or English 21.


The discipline’s relevance is obvious given that it focuses on matters related to the development of English as a second language skills, which in overseas contexts are viewed as English as a “foreign” language skills, ones that include the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Many members of the local community speak English as a second language and can benefit from this program.  Also, incoming international (F-1 Visa) students require second language support.

2. Identify the course taught in this discipline.
ESL levels
Writing/Grammar

Reading
Listening/Speaking

      6

English 86


5 English 85




English 83*

4

English 84


DC 76

Speech 113 **

3

ESL 3A


ESL 3B
ESL 3C

2

ESL 2A (6)




ESL 2B (6)

1

ESL 1A (6)




ESL 1A (6)

*Since English 83 hasn’t been offered in some time, Speech 113 is the only choice that students have.  However, students may repeat Speech 113.

**Speech 113 is the only listening/speaking course currently offered, and students new to the United States or LEP students new to English in an academic setting generally enroll in this class.

A single module from the list of courses ESL 1A through 3B has been offered each semester over the past five or so years.  At present, the courses offered tend to be in semester 1 ESL 3A (6 units) and in semester 2 ESL 3B (3 units and ESL 3C (3 units).

The District ESL Committee voted in December 2004 to make English, Speech, and Dev Com ESL courses part of the ESL top code, requiring all ESL courses to be called ESL in the schedule of courses and catalog.  John Clerx is taking said recommendations to the Board of  Trustees for approval and inclusion of ESL under one subject matter listing and one top code.

	ESL Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	153
	120
	170
	202
	20
	22

	WSCH
	490
	330
	745
	908
	628
	83

	FTEF
	.5
	.4
	.4
	.04
	.4
	.4

	WSCH/FTEF
	257
	270
	289
	241
	251
	207

	Class Size
	17.1
	18
	19.3
	16.1
	11.2
	13.8

	Retention
	83.7
	83.3
	94.1
	81.7
	70.0
	68.2

	Successful Completion
	56.8
	74.2
	80.6
	67.3
	50.0
	63.6


3.  Identify factors that influence enrollment such as scheduling combined sections and unique circumstances.


For the daytime classes, enrollment in ESL classes is related to the number of incoming international (F-1) students and to the times that classes are offered.  Local students tend to be parents with children in school who need to come to classes after their children have gone off to school and finish classes before their children return home from school.


Evening class enrollments have been weak for several semesters, and it is unclear as to whether the weak enrollments are related to class schedules, visibility, or other factors.  For example, the non-credit program is purportedly doing quite well with its free Saturday classes.  Since participation in the non-credit program does not seem to increase a student’s interest in the credit program.  One such incentive might be to make it clear that many students could receive state and federal benefits for participating in a college credit program.  Then, again, it could be that weekend classes are optimum for many working adults.  If offerings are expanded to include separate listening and speaking classes, some of these classes might be offered on Saturdays.

4.  List strengths and weaknesses in relation to student needs.

Strengths:  

The assessment process permits students to be placed at a level appropriate to his/her English language skills and the ESL course requirements are focused on writing and reading, permitting students to mainstream fairly rapidly.  The assumption is that every class a student takes is an English-language learning class and students benefit from having to learn “real” language.

Weakness: 

The above approach of rapidly mainstreaming students is appropriate for students who have had several years of English prior to coming to the United States and whose learning needs to be “jump started”.  For student, with little or no experience in an academic setting with English, a better approach may be one in which they are required to complete a range of courses in their listening/speaking, reading, and writing/grammar levels.  Also, students who feel uncomfortable mingling with their English language peers may require intense listening/speaking classroom experiences or participation in quasi-formal English speaking clubs.

 5.  State conclusions and significant findings.

The low retention and completion rates make it clear that the ESL program needs strengthening.  Even if the large negative retention and completion rates are based on smaller numbers of individual students, where a single drop has a significant effect on the percentages, the program may need to 1):  determine the effectiveness of its placement instrument since some students may have been admitted to a lower level class without taking the placement instrument or if they have taken the assessment test, may have been placed at a level too high for them; 2) ascertain whether instructors are adhering to a similar set standards, i.e., SLOs that each student must met at each level for promotion to a higher level in the program; 3) determine if declining numbers are a reflection of changes in the makeup of the college’s service delivery area or failure of the program to properly market itself to those in need of services.

6.  State a plan of action that would strengthen this discipline if indicated.
Action:  1)  See if students in ESL classes have taken the assessment test and entered the class level they have been placed at.  Determine how rejecting these students from the data would affect the retention and completion rates.

Action:  2)  Review program SLOs and see how they fit with entry levels to next level class.

Action:  3)  Check census data to see if there is a change in the community.  See how the demographics of the credit program and the non-credit Saturday program compare.  Determine if one of the problems is marketing.  Determine if a change of course names to ESL would have a positive effect on the whole program.

Action 4)  Hire a full time ESL instructor who could oversee the program.

Discipline Program Review Summaries

Discipline:  Foreign Languages

Mission Statement:  


The mission of the Foreign Language Department is to foster growth and learning that raises the student’s awareness of various languages and cultures.  This awareness fulfills the general education requirements for graduation and transfer.  Students in department courses develop intellectual and cultural awareness, engage in critical and independent thought, and become productive members of the communities served.

Student Learning Outcomes


Based on the mission of the Foreign Language Department, the student learning outcomes apply to all enrolled students in French, Japanese, and Spanish.  The SLOs will vary depending upon the language and course content.

Upon completion of the course in French, the student will be able to:

1.  Recognize French sounds, words, and phrases and repeat orally

2. Use idiomatic expressions with three basic verbs

3.  Use the vocabulary and grammar necessary to communicate in French

4.  Recognize the overall basic structure and patterns of the French language

5.  Recognize the literature, art, music, geography, and history of France.

Upon completion of the course in French, the student will be able to:


1.  Introduce him/her self in Japanese and use simple daily greetings

2.  Make simple requests using Te-forms of verbs

3.  Read simple statements in Japanese and expand Japanese vocabulary and   

     useful phrases

4.  Demonstrate mastery of the basic Hiragana writing system

5.  Compare and contrast American and Japanese customs.

Upon completion of the course in Spanish, the student will be able to:

1.  Express themselves orally in basic Spanish 

2.  Write non-complex text using correct noun and article agreement

3.  Identify and explain unique characteristics of Hispanic countries and cultures

4.  Describe in 8-10 sentences written in Spanish the content of something visual

5.  Be able to start, hold, and end a conversation using well-organized sentences

1.  Define the discipline in terms of relevance and student need.

The Foreign Language discipline is of vital importance to the academic program.  It fulfills the Humanities requirement by meeting the expectations of a well-rounded education.  It is essential to students because many transfer to the university level while certificated programs require a foreign language.  For example, there is a growing demand for speaking and writing Spanish and Japanese in certain places of employment.
2.Identify the courses taught in this discipline.
French 1:  Elementary French I

French 2:  Elementary French II

Japanese 21:  Fundamentals of Japanese I

Japanese 22:  Fundamentals of Japanese II

Spanish 1:  Elementary Spanish I

Spanish 2:  Elementary Spanish II

Spanish 3:  Intermediate Spanish I

	French Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	n/a
	n/a
	36
	40
	31
	71

	WSCH
	n/a
	n/a
	235
	218
	163
	267

	FTEF
	n/a
	n/a
	.7
	.7
	.3
	.7

	WSCH/FTEF
	n/a
	n/a
	342
	327
	488
	401

	Class Size
	n/a
	n/a
	22.8
	21.8
	32.5
	26.7

	Retention
	n/a
	n/a
	80.6
	82.5
	61.3
	85.9

	Successful completion
	n/a
	n/a
	69.4
	72.5
	51.6
	74.7


	Japanese Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	n/a
	n/a
	26
	47
	44
	40

	WSCH
	n/a
	n/a
	78
	157
	144
	138

	FTEF
	n/a
	n/a
	.2
	.2
	.2
	.2

	WSCH/FTEF
	n/a
	n/a
	392
	786
	721
	689

	Class Size
	n/a
	n/a
	26.1
	52.4
	48.1
	45.9

	Retention
	n/a
	n/a
	65.4
	55.3
	90.9
	70.0

	Successful completion
	n/a
	n/a
	57.7
	34.0
	70.5
	52.5


	Spanish Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	363
	369
	581
	556
	445
	510

	WSCH
	1640
	1649
	2284
	2324
	2269
	2356

	FTEF
	3.6
	3.6
	4.5
	4.3
	4.3
	4.2

	WSCH/FTEF
	456
	458
	506
	536
	524
	561

	Class Size
	30.4
	30.5
	33.7
	35.8
	34.9
	37.4

	Retention
	81.8
	81.3
	72.5
	82.0
	78.9
	83.1

	Successful completion
	70.0
	67.2
	60.2
	71.0
	66.7
	70.8


3.  Identify factors that influence enrollment such as scheduling combined sections and unique circumstances.

Classes scheduled in the morning along with late afternoon and evening classes show high enrollment patterns, and ample course offerings also influences enrollment.
4.  List strengths and weaknesses in relation to student needs.

Strengths:  The Foreign Language Department offers students the fundamental courses that will eventually lead to advanced language proficiency every semester.  All language courses are taught by highly qualified and motivated part time faculty.
Weakness: The Foreign Language Department needs a well-equipped laboratory to effectively assist students in the learning process.  The Department does not have a full time faculty member in any of the languages.  The Spanish Department, in particular, needs to consider a placement test in order to meet the needs of native speakers.

 5.  State conclusions and significant findings.

All languages need more advanced courses and courses for native speakers, like Spanish for Native Speakers.   Each language should have a full time faculty to monitor and address the needs of the department.  Moreover, the Foreign Language Department needs a more technological language laboratory to address student’s needs.
6.  State a plan of action that would strengthen this discipline if indicated.

The Department could be strengthened by acquiring a language lab staffed with a lab attendant, by offering advanced and literature courses in all languages, and offering courses geared for the professions of law enforcement, firefighters, nurses, and teachers.
Los Angeles Harbor College

Spring 2006

Course:   Elementary Spanish  (Spanish I)


Instructor:  William Hernández

Course Ticket#:  0266

Days/Time: Mon/Wed 8:00am-10:30am

Room:  T 115C

Campus mailbox#  382

Campus  Voice Mail Telephone# :  (310) 233-4698 x 4787 followed by the # sign

E mail:  whrndz@aol.com

Office:
T 123

Office: Hours:  Mon/Wed 10:35am-11:05am, Tue/Thur 9:00am-9:30am

Required

Textbook/          Zayas-Bazán, Eduardo and  Susan M. Bacon ¡Arriba! Communicación y cultura and Arriba!  Communicación y  

 Workbook:          cultura Workbook/Lab  Manual (Custom text/workbook package) 4Th ed.  New Jersey: Pearson, 2004.
Note:


The textbook and  any other required materials must be brought to every class meeting!  It is your responsibility (the student) to come prepared to class with all required course materials.  Failing to do so will hinder your ability to fully participate in class activities, which in turn will cost you class participation points.
Course

Description:
This course stresses the mastery of Spanish fundamentals.  Particular emphasis is placed upon developing

the student’s ability to read, write, speak, and understand simple, idiomatic Spanish, including 

pronunciation, vocabulary, and elementary grammar.  

Credit is allowed for only one:  Spanish 1 or the Spanish 21 and 22 combination.

This course is conducted primarily in Spanish and will cover chapters 1-5

Note:

The Communications Division does not offer Credit by Exam
Course Outcomes:
     The primary goal of this semester of Spanish is to study the basic grammar forms, emphasizing listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  At the beginning, you will spend a large amount of time listening to your instructor.  The reason for this is that listening comprehension is the base for a sound acquisition of a foreign language.  Remember that as a child of your first language, you spent lots of time listening before you attempted to speak.  Don’t be impatient with yourself if you find that you can understand more than what you can produce.  That is natural; your speaking ability will always lag slightly behind your ability to understand.  This class will use reading and writing activities as means to enhance your grasp of vocabulary and as a way of providing you with additional opportunities to express yourself in Spanish.  Furthermore, classroom activities will also provide you with the opportunity to practice your speaking and listening comprehension skills.  Upon successful completion of this course, students can expect to be able to do the following in Spanish:  

	(1) Interpret and understand utterances related to basic language structures and high frequency vocabulary in Spanish.

	(2) Express themselves orally in basic Spanish by demonstrating some command of pronunciation, 
expressions related to telling time, greetings, saying goodbye, the days of the week, months and seasons, nationality,  possession, likes and dislikes, control of regular and some irregular verbs, of gender, number, and subject verb agreement in everyday situations.

	(3) Write non – complex text using correct noun and article agreement, adjective form, position and agreement,

the present tense of regular and some irregular verbs, reflexive constructions, the present progressive tense

and comparisons of equality and inequality. 

	(4) Demonstrate the  ability to read and comprehend printed form simple discourse for informative or social

purposes and interpret narratives with high frequency vocabulary.

	(5) Identify and explain unique characteristics of Hispanic people, their countries, and cultures.


*Remember that language is communication.  Do not be overtly concerned when you make errors.  Do not stop yourself when you detect an error.  One must first develop a foundation for language learning and then add the details as he or she progresses in the steps to its acquisition.  Above all, do not forget that acquiring a new language is exciting and rewarding, therefore, enjoy yourself!  

Homework:

       This is a five units language course.  The amount of homework is appropriate for such a course and it is an important and indispensable part of it.  The reading, study, and written assignments are designed to complement and/or to reinforce 

what has been done in class.  Plan on studying a minimum of eight to ten hours per week outside of class in order to keep up with the work.  The assigned pages in the textbook should be read and the assigned exercises completed before each class meeting in which those pages and exercises are going to be covered.   You will not need to turn in the written exercises in the assigned pages unless the instructor requests the student to do so.   However, as previously stated, the assigned sections must be read and the respective assigned exercises must be completed prior to coming to class.   For example, if you find  Chapter 1 ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario:  Vocabulary: Introducing yourself / Greeting and saying good-bye (p. 5) as the class material to be covered, the student will need to read this section along with any additional assigned pages in the textbook, and do the assigned written exercises related to this section and pages.   Completing the exercises and readings before coming to class will only benefit and ease the learning process, while failing to do so will only make it more difficult for you to keep up with the work.  The activities and lab work pages in your workbook are due corrected on the days of the exams and will be handed in at the beginning of class!   The workbook is divided into two (2) sections.  There is an activities section and a lab section.  Also, for each section, the activities section and the lab section, there is an answer key.  You are expected to use the answer key to correct each homework assignment with a different colored pen (ie. red, green, etc.) before handing it in.  If the homework is not complete, which includes being corrected, with a different colored pen, you will receive ½ credit.  All students are required to complete the lab (audiotape) workbook exercises as well.  Please keep in mind that the lab (audiotape) exercises must be completed and must be handed in together with the activities pages.  However, in order to complete the said lab exercises, the student must listen to a set of audio materials.  If the lab work is not complete, which like in the case of the activities includes being corrected with a different colored pen, you will receive ½ credit.   No late homework will be accepted unless a student has an emergency that is beyond his or her control and can prove it by way of written documentation!  In addition, if a student is absent on the day that a homework assignment is due, and his or her absence is excusable, he or she must turn it in no later than the following class meeting.    
Lab work, Spanish 101, and the use of the language lab.  

     As previously mentioned, all students who are enrolled only in the Spanish I course are required to complete the course lab work section of the workbook.  However, these students do not need to log in the computer in the language lab when completing the said assignments.  Nevertheless, if any student wishes to earn one extra unit of credit for lab work, he or she must register in Spanish 101 (Spanish Language Laboratory).  Please keep in mind, however, that if a student signs up for Spanish 101, he or she must complete a total of 25 hours of lab work by the end of the semester in order to receive credit.  Also, 12 of the required 25 hours must be completed by a specific due date that will be announced in class.  Please be aware that if a student does not complete 12 hours of lab work by that due date, he or she will be dropped from 

Spanish 101.  The language lab allows students to do a maximum amount of lab work hours per week.  (The maximum amount of lab hours permitted will also be announced in class). Please keep in mind that if a student does more than the maximum amount hours of lab work per week, he or she will not receive credit for those extra hours.  Instead, he or she 

will receive credit only for the maximum amount of hours allowed per week.  In addition, any student enrolled in Spanish 101 must log in the lab computer when reporting for lab work.  Furthermore, students must be concurrently enrolled in the Spanish I course and in Spanish 101 in order to earn credit for Spanish 101.  Lastly, the instructor cannot and will not give students credit or a grade for completing Spanish 101.  Credit for Spanish 101 will be determined by the hours completed and recorded in the lab computer.  Please see the instructor to obtain the section number for Spanish 101.

Attendance and Active Participation:  

     As in the case for all language courses, class attendance and participation are critical in this class.  Participation includes your willingness and preparedness to express and share ideas, to cooperate in any group activities, and doing so with the required materials (ie. textbook, workbook, etc.).  At the end of the semester, I will award points for various

activities (oral and written) done in class.  Since this is work done in class, often with a partner, none of these activities can be made up.  Therefore, attendance is crucial and it can cost you points.  Attendance is required at all class meetings including the first and final week of instruction.  Two (2) unexcused absences will result in the loss of a full letter grade.

However, if you are absent more than the total hours that the class meets per week, which in this case is a number of absences exceeding a total of five (5) hours or two class meetings, and you do not have formal justification for those absences, such as a formal medical note or other related documentation, you will be dropped from the class.  Once again, class attendance and participation are very important to your grade.  Keep in mind that additional material may be given out in class and the student will be expected to know it for the exams.  If a student misses a class, he or she is responsible for getting copies of handouts and lecture notes from other fellow classmates.  If a personal or medical emergency keeps you from attending class, you must provide the instructor with written documentation that is valid for the day(s) missed. 

Class begins at 8:00am.  Please be courteous and arrive on time.  You are tardy if you arrive more than five (5) minutes late.  Three (3) tardies equal one (1) unexcused absence.  Also, leaving early is an absence.
Quizzes:
     There will be vocabulary recognition/usage, listening comprehension, and grammar quizzes. Please try not to miss any of them.  No make up quizzes will be given unless a student has an emergency that is beyond his or her control!  If a personal or medical emergency keeps you from attending class or from taking an exam or a quiz, you must provide the instructor with written documentation that is valid for the day(s) missed.
Exams:
    There will be five (5) exams.  The exams will consist of listening comprehension, reading comprehension, and grammar exercises.  You may not miss any of these in order to receive credit for the course.  Please see the tentative calendar for the exam dates.   Like in the case of quizzes, make ups will be given based on emergencies and on an individual basis!   Therefore, as previously stated, if a personal or medical emergency keeps you from: attending class, handing in homework, or taking an exam or a quiz, you must  provide the instructor with
written documentation that is valid for the day(s) missed.
Workbook

& Lab Manual:


     The workbook activities and lab work are very important components that follow the lessons of your text.  Each chapter of the workbook and the lab manual features a variety of exercises.  Both are completely integrated with the text and recycles vocabulary cumulative grammar topics, cultural information, and communicative goals.  Again, you are expected to turn in both components (activities and lab work) with the corrections, and they must be completed in order to receive full credit.
Oral

Presentations:

     Each student is required to do a 4-5 minute presentation on a pre-approved topic as part of the final grade.  You are encouraged to use the vocabulary and grammar structures you have learned.  Visual aids, such as pictures and posters, are always encouraged.
Academic Honesty

    Lack of honesty in the classroom is considered a very serious offense.  Therefore, do not cheat or plagiarize in this course!  As it is in all academic institutions, any form of cheating on tests, turning in work that is not one’s own (plagiarism), talking during tests, furnishing false information to the instructor, or knowingly misinterpreting oneself to the college (ie signing in for someone else on attendance sheets) are grounds for disciplinary action.   Cheating and plagiarism violate Board Rule 9803.12 of the LACCD Standards of Student Conduct . (Please see page 8 of the 2004-2006 LAHC College Catalog)  If a student copies from another student’s work, it is also plagiarism.  In this case, both students will be penalized. If a student or students is or are caught cheating by the instructor, or there is overwhelming and concrete evidence that indicates that a student or students engaged or is or are engaging in the act of cheating or plagiarizing, each student will receive a FAIL for the assignment, exam, or quiz.  In addition, the student or students involved will be suspended from class for two days and face disciplinary action, which will be determined by the college.
Grade Distribution:
Your final grade calculation will be based on a maximum amount of 1,400 points.  These points are distributed as follows:


Attendance……………………..…10%

=
(140 points)



Participation………………………10%

=
(140 points)



Homework………………………..20%

=
(280 points)
 



Oral Presentation…………………10%

=
(140 points)

Exams….…………..……………..40%

=
(560 points)
 



Quizzes…………………………...10%

=
(140 points)









      +













____________









1,400 points
Grading Scale:



90%-100%…..A



80%-89%……B



70%-79%……C



60%-69%……D



0%-59%……..F

     Even as little as 10 points can make the difference between one letter grade and another.  Therefore, don’t be absent, don’t miss exams or quizzes, and hand in your homework on time.

No Eating,

No Drinking, &

No Smoking in the

Classroom :  

     Please respect the college policy on no eating, no drinking, and no smoking in classrooms and in the language lab.  If you need to do any of these things, please do them during the class break and outside of the classroom in the specific areas allowed by the college. 

Cell Phones and Pagers:  

     If you have a cell phone or pager, please put it in vibrate or silent mode.  Also, speaking from a cell phone or sending a text message during class time is prohibited.  In addition, having a cell phone out during lecture, an exam or a quiz is not permitted.  Furthermore, cell phone headsets are not allowed to be worn during class time or while taking an exam or a quiz.

Portable CD Players i PODS, and Radios:  

     If you have a portable CD player, an I POD, or a radio, please turn it off during class.   Also, like in the case of cell phones and cell phone headsets, stereo headsets are not allowed to be used or to be worn during class or while taking an exam or a quiz.

Disruptive/Disrespectful Behavior:

     Disruptive/disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated!  Such behavior violates additional board rules under

The LACCD Standards of Student Conduct  (Please see page 8 of the 2004-2006 LAHC College Catalog).  Disruptive/disrespectful behavior includes but is not limited to: excessive talking, making noises, insulting or inflicting violence on fellow classmates or instructors, the use of derogatory comments, using cell phones in class or allowing pagers or cell phones to sound in class.  Disruptive/disrespectful behavior will result in an automatic suspension from class for a period of two days.  In addition, the person or persons acting disruptively/disrespectful will face disciplinary action, which will be determined by the college.
Advising/Tips:

     In order to get the best out of this class, you must not overextend yourself by cramming material; it will demand serious time and commitment outside of class as well, especially if you intend to go on to advanced Spanish.  Please be realistic, manage your time wisely.  If you feel you need a tutor to succeed in this class, please seek one early on in the semester.  If you are a student with special needs, (for example, if you have a learning disability) and require special accommodations when taking exams or quizzes, please let me know.  Special arrangements can be made through the LAHC office of Special Programs & Services.  I am here to help you!  If you are having problems, see me before or after class during my office hours.    Please do not wait until the last minute!
Tentative Calendar

(This calendar is subject to change)

DATE



CLASS MATERIAL TO BE COVERED

February 
6

Intro to course, 

8                      Chapter 1 ¡Así es la vida! (p. 4) ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario:Vocabulary: Introducing yourself / 

Greeting and saying good-bye (p.5)



13

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  The Spanish

                                                          alphabet/Spelling your name (p. 8-9)   

15

A)  Review of  material from the previous class meeting,  B)  The numbers 0-100 /

                             Performing simple math problems ( p. 10-12)  C)  The days of the week, the months, and the

                            
 seasons/ Talking about the calendar and dates  (p. 12-14)

20

Washington’s Birthday No classes/Offices Closed

22                     
A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting,  B)  Cultural reading:  Comparaciones

                           
(p. 17)  C)  ¡Así es la vida! (Segunda Parte) (p.18)  ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario: Vocabulary

                           
related to descriptions, the classroom, and colors (p. 19)

27

A) Review of material from the previous class meeting,  B)   Nouns and articles  (p. 22-24)

                            
C)  Adjective form, position, and agreement  (p. 26-27)  D)  Subject pronouns and the present

                             tense of ser (to be)  (p. 28)

March

1                     
A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  Interactive cultural video:  Toño 

Villamil y otras mentiras (Episode 1) (p.31), C)  Culture:  The Hispanic World (p. 32-33), 

Reading:  Versos sencillos, “XXXIX” (José Martí, Cuba)  (p. 36)  D)  Review for Exam I



6

A)  Exam 1/Chapter 1 Workbook Activities and Lab work Due B)  Chapter 2: ¡Así es la vida!

(p. 40) ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario: Vocabulary related to adjectives of nationality (p. 41)/ 

More descriptive vocabulary (p. 42)  C)  Telling time  (p. 46-48)

8                      A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting, B)  Formation of yes/no questions and 

 negation  (p. 50-51)  C)  Interrogative words (p. 52)



13

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting,  B)  Cultural reading:

                                                         Comparaciones (p.56)  C)  ¡Así es la vida!  (Segunda Parte) (p. 57) ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario:

                                                         Vocabulary related to school subjects/What are you are studying  (p. 58)  D)  The present tense of

                                                         regular –ar, -er,and –ir verbs  (p. 60-62)

15                       
A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  The present tense of tener (to have)

                            and the expression tener que (to have to)  (p. 66)

20                       
A)  Review of material from the previous clas meeting  B)  Interactive cultural video: Toño 

Villamil y otras mentiras Episode 2 (p. 69)  C)  Culture:  Spain  (p. 70-71)  / Hispanic music:

“Cuéntame alegrías” (Tachú, España)  (p. 72) /Reading:  ¿Cuál es el perfume más caro del
 mundo?  ( p.74)  D)  Review for Exam 2

22                       
A)  Exam 2/Chapter 2 Workbook Activities and Lab work Due  B)  Chapter 3:  ¡Así es la vida!

                          
(p. 78) ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario: Vocabulary related to places in the university and student

life (p. 79)  C)  The numbers from 101-3,000,000 (101-3.000.000) (p. 83)  D)  Possessive

adjectives  (p. 85-86)

27

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting, B)  Other expressions with tener





(p. 88)  C)  Cultural Reading:  Comparaciones  (p. 91)  D)  ¡Así es la vida! (Segunda Parte)  (p.

                                                          92) ¡Así es lo decimos! Vocabulario: Vocabulary related to buildings in a university and their

                                                          locations (p. 93)  E)  The present indicative tense of ir (to go) and hacer (to do; to make)  (p. 96)

29                        A) Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  The present tense of estar (to be) and 

                             the present progressive (p. 99-100)

April

3                        A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  Summary of uses of ser and

                            estar (p. 103-104)



5

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting, B)  Interactive cultural video: Toño

                            Villamil y otras mentiras Episode 3 (p. 107)  C)  Culture:  México  (p. 108-109)

10-16

Spring Recess: No Classes



17

  A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  Culture:  Hispanic music:  “El

                             Chapo”  (Los Originales de San Juan, México) (p.110-111) /Reading:  Cultura azteca en Londres
                            (p. 112)  C)  Review for Exam 3

19                         A)  Exam 3/ Chapter 3 Workbook Activities and Lab work Due  B)  Chapter 4:  ¡Así es la

 vida! (p. 116)  ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario: Vocabulary related to Members of the family

(p.117)  C)  The present tense of stem-changing verbs e → ie, e→i, o→ue  (p. 120-122)

24

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting, B)  Direct objects, the personal a, 

                            and direct object pronouns  (p. 125- 126)  C)  The present tense of poner, salir, and traer  (p. 129)

26

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  Cultural reading:  Comparaciones  (p.

                            132)  C)  ¡Así es la vida! (Segunda Parte)  (p. 133) ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario:  Vocabulary

                            related to places for leisure time  (p. 134)  D)  Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns  (p. 137-

                           138)

May

1

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  Saber and conocer (p. 140)

C)  Interactive cultural video: Toño Villamil y otras mentiras  Episode 4  (p. 143)

D)  Culture:  Central America Part I:  Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras  (p. 144-145)

3

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting,  B)  Culture:  Hispanic music:

                            “Marimba con punta”  (Los profesionales, Honduras)  (p.  147)/Reading:  “Querida Dolores”  (p. 

148)  C)  Review for Exam 4

8

A)  Exam 4/Chapter 4 Workbook Activities and Lab work Due    B)  Chapter 5:  ¡Así es la

vida!  (p. 154)  ¡Así lo decimos!  Vocabulario:  Vocabulary related to household chores (p 155)

C)  The verbs decir and dar, indirect objects, and indirect object pronouns (p. 159-161)

10

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  Gustar and similar verbs  (p.

                                                         162-163)  C)  Culture:  Comparaciones  (p. 166)  D)  The Spanish written accent (A First Look)



15

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  ¡Así es la vida!  (Segunda

Parte)  (p. 167)   ¡Así lo decimos! Vocabulario:  Vocabulary related to daily

activities, emotions, and parts of the body (p.168)  C)  Reflexive constructions:  Pronouns and

verbs (p.170-172)  D)  The Spanish written accent  (A Second Look)

17

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  Comparisons of equality and 

inequality  (p. 175-176)  B)  Interactive  cultural video: Toño Villamil y otras mentiras Episode 5  

(p. 179)  C)  Oral presentations

 22
             A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting  B)  The Spanish written accent (A

third look)  C)  Culture:  Central America Part II:  Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panamá (p. 180-181)/

Hispanic music:  “Ligia Elena”  (Rubén Blades, (Panamá) (p. 183) D)  Oral presentations

24

A)  Review of material from the previous class meeting   B)  Reading:  Playa Cacao (p. 185-

186)  C)  Oral presentations  D)  Review for Final Exam



31

Final Exam  8:00am-10:00am/ Chapter 5 Workbook Activities and Lab work Due
Important Dates and Information to Remember

February 21, 2006  is the last day to:
* Drop Full-term classes to receive a refund or without paying a

   fee

* Add Full-term classes



March 2, 2006 is the last day to:

* Drop classes without receiving a “W” (still owe fees)

* Elect Credit/No Credit grade



March 3, 2006 is the last day  to petition for graduation



May 1, 2006 is the last day to drop regular Full-term classes with a “W”



May 29, 2006 is Memorial Day.  No classes will be held.

Please note:  It is the student’s responsibility to adhere to the deadline dates previously listed and to drop a class no longer being attended.  Your failure to drop a class by the deadline will result in a “W” or an “F” on your academic record.  Admissions and registration hours: (December 15, 16 and December 19-22, 2005; January 23-27, 30-31, February 1-3, 6-10, 13-17, 2006) Monday-Thursday 9:00am-6:30pm & Friday 9:00am-3:00pm.  Regular admissions office hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:30 am-6:30pm, Friday closed.  All calendar dates are subject to change.  Students are encouraged to enroll or drop classes using telephone or internet registration systems when admissions office is closed.
Discipline Program Review Summaries

Discipline:  Journalism
Mission Statement:  


The mission of the Journalism Department is to foster growth and learning that raises the student’s awareness of mass communications and journalistic ethics.  This awareness fulfills the general education requirements for graduation and transfer.  Students in department courses develop intellectual and cultural awareness, engage in critical and independent thought, and become productive members of the communities served.

Student Learning Outcomes


Based on the mission of the Journalism Department, the student learning outcomes apply to all enrolled students.  The SLOs will vary depending upon the course content.


Upon completion of the course in Journalism, the student will be able to:

1. Define Associated Press Style and be able to score a passing grade in an AP style test

2. Illustrate headlines and explain edit copy

3. Explain how layout and design reflect the philosophy of a newspaper

4. Identify the four stages of the critical thinking process

5. Recognize how media and its processes function as a part of the US and world culture

6. Develop an informed perspective on contemporary issues that confront the press on an ethical, legal, and business level

7. Distinguish globalization of American entertainment and culture

8. Recall the history, role and responsibilities of the press in America

9. Demonstrate the ability to write and properly structure news and feature stories

1.  Define the discipline in terms of relevance and student need.

The impact of the media on public life is increasing in an age of 24-hour cable news channels and online newspaper sites.  The proliferation of outlets has created new employment opportunities and positions that often do not require a college degree, but require practical experience or a background in journalism coursework.  Students need an introductory journalism course with an emphasis on daily news gathering and writing under deadline pressure.   All courses in the department offer students the fundamentals of news reporting.

2.Identify the courses taught in this discipline.

Journalism 101:  News Writing and Reporting


Journalism 105:  Media and Culture


Journalism 108:  Article Writing (produces campus newspaper)

	Journalism Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	n/a
	n/a
	31
	28
	17
	66

	WSCH
	n/a
	n/a
	129
	96
	54
	131

	FTEF
	n/a
	n/a
	.2
	.4
	.2
	.2

	WSCH/FTEF
	n/a
	n/a
	646
	240
	272
	657

	Class Size
	n/a
	n/a
	43.1
	16.0
	18.2
	43.8

	Retention
	n/a
	n/a
	83.9
	46.4
	82.4
	90.9

	Successful Completion
	n/a
	n/a
	48.4
	46.4
	58.8
	86.4


3.  Identify factors that influence enrollment such as scheduling combined sections and unique circumstances.

Enrollment in the News Writing and Reporting class starts off typically with 25-30 students, and then drops to 15-20 by the end of the semester.  The coursework is rigorous and at times students seem unable or unwilling to conform to the practice of writing, proofreading, and re-writing stories.  Also, without adequate staffing, the Division has to alternate course offerings.
4.  List strengths and weaknesses in relation to student needs.

Strengths:  Journalism 101 surveys the history of print journalism in the United States, including ethics and libel, government and political reporting, feature writing, and the fundamentals of news writing and reporting.  The course also offers a brief introduction to electronic news gathering techniques and television news and the differences between print and electronic media.  There is an intense emphasis on writing and use of the Associated Press Style guide as a reference book for newspaper writing.  The course helps students gain an understanding of the special role of the press in American society and the evolution of what is considered good and responsible reporting.


Journalism 105 is an introductory mass communication course.  The course traces the history of mass communications and its overlapping eras from the oral and print eras, right up to the unfolding digital era.  Communication models are studied and unique perspectives are used to critique media performance.  The curriculum is somewhat unique in that one of the textbooks, Virgin or Vamp:  How the Press Covers Sex Crimes, examines media performance and discrimination through a feminist prism.

Weakness:  The Journalism Department has no full time instructor.  There are no prerequisites for the three journalism courses offered even though all courses require extensive writing and research skills.  Journalism 101 emphasizes story structure and opinion and editorial writing.  Journalism 105 students write a book report and two research papers that require MLA citation and the use of the signal phrase to introduce quotations and other college-level writing skills that are foreign to some LAHC students.

5.  State conclusions and significant findings.

The Journalism Department needs to validate a prerequisite as well as to hire full time faculty to establish an ongoing student newspaper.

6.  State a plan of action that would strengthen this discipline if indicated.

Los Angeles Harbor College offers a limited schedule of journalism courses.  If there were more funds, of course, students could profit from an advanced writing course or an editing course.   The Journalism 108 course would guarantee a continuing publication, which would help student reporters develop their writing skills and guarantee some institutional memory and continuity from semester to semester.  By extension, the framing of a important issues in the pages of a student newspaper fosters debate and engages all students who read it.  When students write for a newspaper as they learn journalism fundamentals, they gain a clearer understanding of the process.
Discipline Program Review Summaries

Discipline:  Speech 
Mission Statement:  


The mission of the Speech Department is to foster growth and learning that raises the student’s awareness of communication patterns and methods.  This awareness fulfills the general education requirements for graduation and transfer.  Students in department courses develop intellectual and cultural awareness, engage in critical and independent thought, and become productive members of the communities served.

Student Learning Outcomes


Based on the mission of the Speech Department, the student learning outcomes apply to all enrolled students.  The SLOs will vary depending upon the course content.


Upon completion of the course in Speech, the student will be able to:

1.  Recognize how to prepare and deliver effective speeches of various types before an audience

2.  Identify the techniques of audience analysis

3.  Develop proficiency in a variety of research tools when developing or organizing speeches

4.  Interpret and define the uses, values, and nature of argumentation speeches

5.  Recognize valid and fallacious logic

6.  Summarize situational and qualitative definitions of interpersonal communication

7.  Recognize the symbolic nature of language and verbal exchanges\

8.  Describe the function of nonverbal behavior in communication

1.  Define the discipline in terms of relevance and student need.


Speech communication courses equip students with skills that develop their identities, establish connections, deepen ties over time, and work out problems and possibilities.  Studying Speech Communication hones critical thinking and listening skills enhancing careers both as students and professionals.  Speech Communication enables students to express their values and explore the values of others in civil dialogue.  Speech Communication students practice organizational skills, evaluation of ideas, evidence, and arguments.

2.Identify the courses taught in this discipline.
Speech  14:  Radio and Television Production (6 units)
Speech 101:  Oral Communication

Speech 102:  Advanced Oral Communication

Speech 104:  Argumentation

Speech 113:  English/Speech as a Second Language

Speech 121:  Interpersonal Communications

	Speech Department
	Fall 1999
	Fall 2000
	Fall 2001
	Fall 2002
	Fall 2003
	Fall 2004

	Enrollment
	694
	797
	718
	742
	759
	819

	WSCH
	1707
	1691
	2054
	2099
	2074
	2488

	FTEF
	3.8
	4.0
	4.2
	4.0
	4.0
	4.2

	WSCH/FTEF
	449
	423
	493
	525
	519
	592

	Class Size
	29.9
	28.2
	32.9
	35.0
	34.6
	39.5

	Retention
	81.3
	79.9
	81.6
	84.6
	87.1
	89.4

	Successful Completion
	70.0
	68.1
	68.7
	72.8
	70.5
	78.4


3.  Identify factors that influence enrollment such as scheduling combined sections and unique circumstances.


The class size of the Speech Department is usually between 35-40 students with a wait list of 10.  Over enrolling students in speech have been both a bane and a boon to the department.  As a result, there has been a need to develop the program and thus hire more hourly instructors.

4.  List strengths and weaknesses in relation to student needs.

Strengths:  Speech Communications has excellent part time faculty, courses fulfilling general education requirements, inter-disciplinary connections, and vocational prerequisites.

Weakness:  Speech Communication has difficulty keeping up technology in the field—communication technology is a transactional field always growing and changing; therefore, the classrooms need updating.  Pervasive student concepts that courses in Speech Communication are easy leading to unprepared students, fails, and drops.

5.  State conclusions and significant findings.

The overcrowded classes with unprepared students produce drop and/or failure rate concerns.
6.  State a plan of action that would strengthen this discipline if indicated.

There are three specific actions in progress:

a. creating a prerequisite of English 101 for Speech 101, 104, 121

b. adding a speech course in Group Communication 

c. creating and employing use of new smart classroom (TV class) for technological advancement and course.
	PRIORITY
	COLLEGE STRATEGY
	OBJECTIVES
	ACTIVITIES/TASKS
	RESOURCES
	COSTS

	1
	2.5
	5 full-time English Instructors to include 2 who will be able to teach online
	Replace retirees and maintain English Program
	Hire 5 English full-time Instructors
	$5,000,000

	1
	2.5
	Broadcast Journalism Program
	To enhance the scope of the communications department
	Hire one full-time instructor
	$1,000,000

	1
	2.5
	Communication Center
	Reading, writing and computer literacy as a total communication workshop
	This will be part of the new academic center
	

	1
	2.5
	Enhance Foreign Language Department
	Replace retirees and maintain program
	2 Spanish instructors

1 Japanese instructor

1 French instructor
	$4,000,000

	1
	2.5
	Speech
	Replace retirees and maintain program
	Hire 2 Speech instructors
	$2,000,000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	


Los Angeles Harbor College Program Review, December 2005                                    30



