Academic Unit Plan--English
Division_Communications/English : Academic Year: 2010-2011
Division Chair: Carmen Carrillo

Executive Summary

This year our department has engaged in a variety of activities and projects. The English Department
continues its assessment of its student learning outcomes with English 21, 28, 101, 102, and several 200
level courses. This fall 2009, the English Department will assess more 200 level courses and update the
SLOs in the course outline of record. Our next goal is to begin updating and revising course outlines in
fali 2010. The Department continues with professional development activities, like poetry night,
including the revamping of our webpage. Our last program review indicated the need to address
student’s writing needs. Thus, the Department (Communications Division) opened a Language Arts
Learning Center so that we can provide additional support services for our students. Students enrolled
in English 185 can earn 1 unit and be provided with directed learning activities, grarnmar exercises, and
workshops on various topics related to writing and literature.

Activities Description Narrative: please describe suggested activities, including grant proposals to be written, new
course or program initiatives, or program viability studies in priority order.

1. Maintain the Language Arts Learning Center that allows all students enrolled in an English, ESL,
journalism, or foreign language classes to seek tutorial assistance with a faculty tutor, work on
directed learning activities as instituted by both Chaffey College and Riverside City College, and
provide computer assisted programs.

2. Hire 2 full time instructors in English. The goal is to hire someone to teach online and to replace
retirees in order to maintain the integrity of English program. Hiring additional faculty has
always been part of the English Department’s program review. To date the Department has 3
full time instructors as the other 3 full time instructors are on full or part reassignment. The
additional hires are necessary as the A.A. degree in English requires offering more literature
courses for graduation requirements.

3. Develop gramimar classes to go between English 21 and 28 and to develop a developmental
writing class to be offered upon completion of English 21 and before enrcllment in English 28 or
English 101. Assessment of English 21 and English 28 indicate that students are under prepared
in the minimum requirements for these course levels. The need to address basic skills is
essential to assist students to succeed from levei to level.

4, Institute hybrid courses for English 28 and 200 level courses. This no-cost to college activity will
allow those students who like the use of technology in the classroom to participate in a non-




r traditional course setting. Hybrid courses will also allow instructors to use alternative means of
pedagogy that lends itself to student success using technology.

5. Develop Learning communities in reading and writing among disciplines as outlined in Essential
Skills’ five year action plan promotes student success. Humanities, Social Sciences, and Liberal
Arts courses together aid in overall informational competency of students. The five year plan
concluded that the English Department should form a learning community between English 101
and English 137.

6. Develop a Grammar Slam for incoming and at risk students by providing grammar, sentence,
writing skills that are needed at all English sequenced courses. Though this activity would need
Basic Skills Initiative funding or any other grant monies available, the premise is one that would
provide our most basic skills student and at risk student to be involved in a grammar immersion
program to assist them with achieving minimum skill requirements for their English level
courses. The plan would act as a bridge program to be held in the summer for an intensive
three weeks. The faculty would facilitate the modules, use peer tutors, and make use of the
Language Arts Learning Center for directed learning activities.

7. Institute a book to be read across the curriculum with activities to highlight the content. This no
cost to the college activity brings to the forefront the concept of One Book, One City. ltisa
concept once developed by the City of Los Angeles and is being used in cities like San Diego and
San Francisco. Universities also implement the reading of one book for freshmen year as is done
at University of Northern Arizona. The idea is to bring together readers with non-readers to
engage in discussion of the book and its issues.

SLO Assessment Results Narrative: please describe assessment activities that support proposed unit initiatives.

1. The recommendations to the department are contained in the attached narrative. The
overwhelming evidence is that most students are unable to identify standard academic English
conventions within the context of a paragraph and then correct those errors appropriately. A
subsequent error analysis will be conducted to see if a pattern of errors can be established.
Clearly we have much to do.

2. Almost half of the students exhibited problems with sentence structure. Fragment, run-on, and
comma splice were common problems with students in this category. Other grammar and usage
problems were a consistent point of view, pronoun reference and agreement, subject—verb
agreement, capitalization, and spelling.

3. Forty-six percent of the students showed difficulty incorporating parallelism, the active voice,
concise words, transition words, subordination, coordination, and a variety of word choice
{synonyms). The misuse of the comma and semicolon were common problems with students.




ol

Staffing Implications: if any request will require additional classified support or training, please describe its extent.

1. Developing and implementing the new AA in English as well as offering new courses will require
additional faculty to staff courses. The Division will continue to address this need with FHPC.

Technology Implications: if any request involves technology, please describe its impact on the network, licensing, repair,
training and support.

1.
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